
STATE OF WISCONSIN                    ONEIDA COUNTY   CITY OF RHINELANDER 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-____ 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO ADOPT AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY OF RHINELANDER 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
 
THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RHINELANDER DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 
 
SECTION 1. Pursuant to Section 66.1001(3), Wisconsin Statutes, which requires that the City’s zoning 
ordinance, and amendments and updates thereto, be consistent with the City of Rhinelander 
Comprehensive Plan (hereinafter “Plan”), the City Plan Commission on April 6, 2021 recommended by 
resolution that the Common Council amend the Plan in the manner indicated in Exhibit A. 
 
SECTION 2. Pursuant to Section 66.1001(4)(d), prior to enactment of this Ordinance, the Common 
Council conducted a public hearing on the amendments to the Plan indicated in Exhibit A. 
 
SECTION 3. The Common Council hereby adopts amendments to the Plan in the manner attached hereto 
and incorporated herein as Exhibit A. 
 
SECTION 4. This Ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from and after its passage and 
publication by posting commencing on __________________________, 2021. 
 
Passed and approved this _______ day of __________, 2021. 
 
 
       CITY OF RHINELANDER 
 
       By: ___________________________________ 
        Chris Frederickson, Mayor 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
________________________________ 
Theresa Lassig, City Clerk 
  

 
  



EXHIBIT A: COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENTS 
 
The City of Rhinelander Comprehensive Plan is amended in the manner indicated below: 

1. Amend the “Future Land Use” section on pages 67 and 68 within Chapter 8: Land Use to read as 
follows:  
Future Land Use 
The Future Land Use map (Maps 5 and 5A) represents the twenty-year land use recommendations 
for all lands in the City and its extraterritorial planning area. The land use categories used are 
described on page 69. The Future Land Use map groups land uses that are compatible, establishes 
buffering between uses, and separates conflicting uses. Future land use in the surrounding towns 
generally come from the respective Town Comprehensive Plan future land use maps and staff 
judgement where gaps occurred. 
The Plan Commission and City staff identified desired future land uses within Rhinelander by 1) 
using their broad knowledge of the City, 2) background maps prepared as part of the planning 
process, and 3) their interpretation of the recent and projected growth trends. Since City 
government cannot predict which land parcels will be developed first, a full build-out scenario was 
used to identify potential future land uses of all land within Rhinelander. Changes to the existing 
land use pattern – towards the recommended future land use pattern on Maps 5 and 5A – will occur 
following approved requests from land owners for rezoning, annexation, subdivisions, conditional 
use permits, planned developments, and other development approvals.   
Not all areas suggested for future development on Maps 5 and 5A (Future Land Use) will develop 
or be zoned for the intended use immediately following adoption of this Comprehensive Plan or as 
part of a City zoning ordinance update. Careful consideration to the timing of rezoning and 
development is essential. Transportation, utility, and community service needs and demands; 
respect for existing land uses, use compatibility, and property owner interests; a desire to preserve 
natural areas; an interest in orderly development and redevelopment; and a desire to maintain 
Rhinelander’s character are all factors the City will use to determine whether land is ripe for 
development or rezoning in accordance with the Future Land Use map. Neither the Future Land 
Use map nor this Comprehensive Plan as a whole automatically compels property owners to change 
the current use of their land, or for the City to immediately rezone lands to reflect the desired future 
uses indicated on such map.  
In 2021, the City intends to adopt an update to its zoning ordinance and zoning map. In line with 
the approach described in the previous paragraph, the zoning district assigned to each parcel may 
differ from the recommended future use on the Future Land Use map and in the list on page 69. 
Where they occur, such differences largely result because the zoning district assignment will reflect 
the current land use, rather than the planned Future Land Use. The Future Land Use map will 
remain a useful guide to future zoning district assignment (i.e., rezoning), if and when each such 
property owner desires to change the use of his or her land and the criteria in the previous paragraph 
are met. 

2. Repeal the following “Land Use” policies on pages 70 and 71 of Chapter 8: Land Use, and reletter 
remaining policies accordingly: 

a. Policy F, which read: “Upgrade signage, landscaping, site design and related development 
standards for commercial, office and industrial development.”   

b. Policy M, which read: “Revise the zoning and subdivision regulations to implement the 
comprehensive plan.” 


