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CITY OF RHINELANDER 

GOLF COURSE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 

October 12, 2010 – 2:00 P.M. – 3:47 P.M. 
City Hall 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Sonny Paszak, Tom Kelly, Alex Young and Dick 

Butterfield, Don Torbenson  
 
ABSENT: Mulligan’s Restaurant, David O’Melia 
  
OTHERS PRESENT: Mayor Richard Johns, Golf Course Superintendent, 

Joe Andersen, Golf Pro, Dan Buckley, City 
Administrator, Bill Bell 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Paszak called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. The media was 
notified, the agenda was posted, and a quorum was present to do business. 
 
APPROVAL OF PAST MEETING MINUTES  
 
KELLY/BUTTERFIELD MOTION TO APPROVE SEPTEMBER 7, 2010 
MINUTES.  ALL AYES; MOTION CARRIED. 
 
DEPARTMENTAL ACTIVITY REPORT 
 

A.  Mulligan’s Restaurant Operational Report – O’Melia Absent 
 

B. Pro Shop Operational Report – Buckley reports he had lots of booking but 
also lost a lot due to the rain.  They had over 9 inches of rain and maybe 
did a little over $12,000 but this isn’t a month they come back from.  July, 
August, and September are typically the best months.  Greens were in 
good condition but the weather was bad.  Paszak asked about getting 
people there.  Buckley said only two people took advantage of one deal 
and only 36 took advantage of another.  Members held discussion 
regarding rates compared to other courses in the area.  They also 
discussed email specials.  Paszak says he hears a lot of complaints about 
the prices.  They discussed doing more advertising but you can’t give 
everyone a deal OR you won’t be making any more money.  Weather 
dictates amount of people, per Buckley, can’t do anything more when it’s 
raining.  Bell said he had two calls from a member about closing the 17th.  
Kelly asked about any feedback on the billboard.  Buckley stated about 20 
people saw it; he thinks the left spot was a bad spot.  Had we made a 
decision sooner, we would have had a better positioned billboard. 
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C. Grounds/Facility Report – Andersen reports he would like the committee 
to pick a closing date, they have found the 3rd Sunday in Oct is good and 
allows time to do the items they need with their chemicals, which can’t be 
done in the snow or with people on the grounds.  The amount for fall is 
between $13-15k to apply chemicals and if you don’t do right, it affects the 
grounds come spring.  They can’t apply with players on the greens.  All 
depends on the weather.  We don’t make much additional money during 
this period and there is labor involved keeping it open.  Can’t close the 
course and maintain it open at the same time for the season.  Once the 
chemicals are on, you cannot golf at all.  The restaurant closes the same 
time as the golf course.  They have begun some preparations, winterized 
the pump house, battled the never ending war with the leaves, staining the 
clubhouse next week, and that would be easier without people around as 
well.  Discussion on closing date between committee members.  

 
BUTTERFIELD/KELLY MOTION TO CLOSE THE COURSE ON OCT 17TH   
2010.  ALL AYES; MOTION CARRIED.  

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS   
 

A. Discuss 2011 Golf Course & Membership Rates Discussion on what 
the committee agreed upon at the last meeting.  If you purchase before 
end of year, members will get this year’s rates.  Torbenson is comfortable 
with the rates, and with them buying in 2010 at the current rate.  Buckley 
stated he tries to get 40% discount regarding single v. couple 
membership.  The committee has not raised greens fees for a couple 
years.  Torbenson doesn’t like the structure of the $25 for 9 holes in the 
summer, thinks it’s a lot of money. The committee reviewed golf courses 
and comparable fees and they don’t think our course is high in 
comparison.  Committee agrees we have competitive rates. 

 
PASZAK/BUTTERFIELD MOTION TO RAISE THE COUPLES 
MEMBERSHIP TO $1030.00 AND MEMBERS CAN PURCHASE AT THIS 
YEARS RATE BEFORE DEC 31, 2010.  ALL AYES; MOTION CARRIED. 

 
  
NEW BUSINESS  
 

A. Discuss/Approve Employee Memberships Bell explained about how 
the employee membership came about.  Discussion on employees 
bringing in new people to the course and improving the employee 
perception of the course.  There are couple employees who do purchase 
a full membership. 

 
KELLY/YOUNG MOTION TO APPROVE EMPLOYEE MEMBERSHIPS AS 
THEY STAND AT THE NEW RATE.  ALL AYES; MOTION CARRIED. 
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B. Discuss/Approve Corporate Memberships Buckley explained the 
corporate memberships and that only Wausau Paper took advantage of 
this membership the last two years.  It does include retirees from the 
organizations.  It was asked if it was businesses only, Bell asked if we 
treat nonprofit organizations too.  Paszak thinks we hurt ourselves more 
allowing non profits.  Young said if you open to non-profit, you start to run 
into people forming a non-profit just to get a discount. 

 
PASZAK/ BUTTERFIELD MOTION TO APPROVE CORPORATE 
MEMBERSHIPS AT THE NEW RATES.  ALL AYES; MOTION CARRIED. 

 
C. Discuss/Approve 2011 Golf Course Budget Andersen discussed the 

budget for the golf course and clubhouse and handed out a budget sheet 
for members.  Andersen went line item by line item and explained 
everything that needed extra information to members.  It shows a profit for 
the golf course and a loss for the clubhouse.  The profit was used to 
upgrade equipment in the past but this is not enough.  Bell discussed the 
balance due.  Discussion on the windows and the replacement of several 
needed next year.  Musson’s will do the pond for $26k and those monies 
will come out of special projects.  Andersen said Ostrander and Bell put a 
lot of time into the budget as well as himself.  They currently spend $10k 
in utilities and members discussed an energy system check from WPS. 

 
PASZAK/KELLY MOTION TO APPROVE THE BUDGET.  ALL AYES; 
MOTION CARRIED. 

 
MATTERS OF EMERGENCY/INFORMATIONAL NATURE   
 
Buckley said they have 2-5 golf cart accidents a year with golf carts.  They had a 
cart on Labor Day weekend go down a hill and run into a tree.  He took down the 
driver’s license pg the woman.  Buckley was quoted $8-900 to fix the damage to 
the cart.  Buckley contacted the woman with the estimate and suggested she 
contact her homeowners insurance.  She phoned Buckley back and told him her 
attorney advised her, she’s not responsible.  The actual cost was $543.50 to 
repair, our process is to turn it over to the city administrator, it was certified the 
brakes are good etc.  Buckley will forward a copy of the bill to her and to Bell.  No 
injuries were reported from the incident.  She told Buckley she turned the cart 
tires against the curb, didn’t have brakes set, per Buckley.  Buckley said the 
people had been drinking and the story changed.  Past history is Buckley has to 
pay 30% of the repair bill therefore it is in his interest as well as the City’s to 
collect this money for repair.   
 
Bell presented information from Morrill on a man who came in and wants a partial 
refund, has a doctor’s note which says he cannot golf for medical reasons.  
Morrill will figure out the refund to get approval from Buckley, Bell and Paszak 
and a refund will be sent. 
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CONSIDERATION OF BILLS & CLAIMS  
 
BUTTERFILED/YOUNG MOTION TO APPROVE BILLS AND CLAIMS IN THE 
AMOUNTS OF $1,335.00 FOR THE CLUBHOUSE AND $30,714.69 FOR THE 
GOLF COURSE.  ALL AYES; MOTION CARRIED. 
 
FUTURE AGENDA REQUESTS AND MEETING DATE 
 
Mulligan’s Contract 
Golf Pro Contract 
Next meeting is scheduled for November 10, 2010 at 2:00 p.m. at City hall.     
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
KELLY/YOUNG MOTION TO ADJOURN THE OCTOBER 12, 2010 GOLF 
COURSE COMMISSION MEETING AT 3:47 P.M.  ALL AYES; MOTION 
CARRIED. 
 
APPROVED BY_____________________________________ 
 
RECEIVED COPY___________________________________ 
 
jam 
  


