
CITY OF RHINELANDER 
PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2010 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Dick Johns, Mark Pelletier, Bill Freudenberg, Sandra Bergman, Russ Brown and 
Joe Sturzl. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Jim Leschke 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Fire Chief Terry Williams, Administrator Bill Bell, Randy Knuth, Brian Young, Chad 
Novak, Lisa Thorsen, Kurt Hildebrand, Pat Deau, Peggy Colburn, Karl Thorsen, Scott Stenno, Sally Latimer, 
Gunder Paulson, Police Chief Mike Steffes, Bob Berns, Mary Richardson, and Craig Mandli. 
 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Dick Johns at 4:00 P.M., noting 
there was a quorum present to conduct business, the media had been properly notified and the agenda duly posted. 
 
MINUTES FOR APRIL 20, 2010, JUNE 24, 2010, AUGUST 17, 2010 & SEPTEMBER 21, 2010.  MOTION 
BY STURZL/FREUDENBERG TO APPROVE MINUTES OF APRIL 20, 2010, JUNE 24, 2010, AUGUST 17, 
2010, & SEPTEMBER 21, 2010, 7 AYE, 0 NAY, MOTION TO APPROVE CARRIED.   
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  NONE AT THIS TIME 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
Williams explained to all that were present that the two items that follow were on last months meeting and proper 
notification was not sent; the agenda was not properly posted.  For this meeting, proper notification was sent to all 
parties and agenda was properly posted.  
 
MAP AMENDMENT; ANNEXATION – Petition for Direct Annexation from the Town of Crescent to the City of 
Rhinelander by City County Airport, 3375 Airport Road, Rhinelander, Rhinelander, owner of property located as 
3378 Airport Road, Rhinelander, WI. Parcel # CR149, The proposed zoning is I-1 (Light Industrial 
District).MOTION BY FREUDENBERG/STURZL TO APPROVE ANNEXATION OF 3378 AIRPORT ROAD, 
CR149 FROM THE TOWN OF CRESCENT TO THE CITY OF RHINELANDER; PROPERTY TO BE ZONED 
I-1.  6 AYE, 0 NAY, 1 ABESNT (LESCHKE) MOTION TO APPROVE CARRIED. 
 
CONDITIONAL USE REQUEST – First Congregational United Church of Christ, 135 E. Larch Street, 
Rhinelander, is requesting a Conditional Use Permit for the purpose of locating double-sided internally illuminated 
90sf. Sign on the property.  RH9332-1007, Property is zoned R-1(Single-Family Residence District). MOTION BY 
PELLETIER/FREUDENBERG TO APPROVE CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR FIRST 
CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST TO ALLOW FOR A 90SF DOUBLE-SIDED 
INTERNALLY ILLUMINATED SIGN ON PROPERTY WITH THE C STIPULATION THAT THE LIGHTING 
OF THE SIGN BE CONTROLLED BY A TIMER TO SHUT OFF AT 9:00 PM EVERY NIGHT.  6 AYE, 0 NAY, 
1 ABSENT (LESCHKE). MOTION TO APPROVE CARRIED. 
 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT – Scott Steeno, Agent for AT&T/Cingular Wireless, is requesting a Conditional 
Use Permit for the purpose of constructing a 150’ cellular “monopole” tower on the northwest corner of the South 
Courtney Street municipal parking lot (RH9106-040).  This conditional use is necessary to approve the use of the 
property for this purpose and to approve the height exceeding 45”. Williams stated that this location was a tabled 
item and when this location was chosen, it was properly notified, but, the neighbors were not properly notified.  
Bergman questioned whether the correct location was properly notified; Bell noted that the conditional use is 
located in the South end of the South Courtney Street, not Northwest corner of the lot as stated on the agenda.  
Williams continued explaining that this issue originally was slated for a location on property owned by Wausau 
Paper Co.; after many months, it was brought forth to committee in May for a location of the Northwest corner of 
the South Courtney Street parking lot.  It was decided that DRI, along with Sue Bessert, would design this location; 
it was decided that it was best suited for the current location on the South end of the South Courtney Street lot; this 
would include a wall, mural, landscaping, etc. for this location.  At the June 24, 2010 meeting all items were 



worked out; Williams stated that at that time, he received a call from Sue Bessert stating that the business owners 
were not notified of the monopole flag pole issue and that brings us to today, with proper notification.  Bell stated 
that the DRI president, Sue Bessert and the downtown parking utility all approved this location.  Young, Park City 
Credit Union, stated he is here to express his disappointment with having a structure located right up to their 
property.  Hildebrand stated that he thought the location of this tower was going to be in a different location and 
feels we should go back with AT&T approval for a different location.  Freudenberg stated he was present at the 
same meeting at which Hildebrand was referring to when this location was approved.  Bell noted that the 
committees approved the exact location and plan that was presented to them today.  Novak stated that this issue was 
given to DRI in which he is not part of.  He receives large truck traffic and now he will have this area moved off.  
He feels that DRI is not for his business and feels he has been lied to too much from DRI and Sue Bessert.  He 
wants to know where people are going to park as he has pictures of the last three days of the parking lot that are 
full.  Colburn questioned the size of the area, and feels that it will take up more than 9 spaces and that parking is 
short already and we are in need of these spaces; she did not know about this and this is located right behind us.  
Discussion took place regarding a master plan for future of the downtown.  Novak stated that he just spoke with 
Sue Bessert regarding the master plan and that his business is not on that plan and was told by her that this master 
plan is a joke and that it does not mean anything.  Pelletier apologized to everyone regarding the DRI and the lack 
of communication regarding this issue and what is being claimed and feels this affects all.  Young questioned why 
DRI is representing them.  Hildebrand stated that stones should not be thrown and that we should move forward.  
Young questioned if anyone of them would have been there or not, if it would make a difference.  Freudenberg 
stated that coverage is needed for this area.  Bergman thanked everyone for coming; feels that this is a very large 
issue and feels that they have fought long and hard for the parking areas.  Bergman questioned and Knuth 
confirmed the actual number of spaces this is going to take away is approximately 10 spaces;  Bergman questioned 
Steeno regarding if she does not have AT&T, there could be the chance that she will not have service and Steeno 
stated that that could happen.  Bergman questioned who will purchase the flag and maintain the area.  Bell stated 
that it was discussed and decided that the monthly rent of $1200 per month for the rent of the space and $150 per 
month for flags and maintenance for the location, in which $1200 will go to the parking advisory board for parking 
lot maintenance and it has not been decided whether it will be the parks or public works department that would 
receive the $150 per month for flags and maintenance.  Bergman questioned the flag noise and the size of the flag; 
it was discussed that the size of the flag isn’t going to cause any more noise than any other flag.   
 
Deau questioned why this has to be right behind his bar and feels that it comes down to money and that it is $15000 
per year.  Bell stated that this is the 7th location before this was chosen and that it was Steeno that turned down the 
other locations.  Novak questioned Trigs parking lot; Hildebrand questioned the parking lot behind McDonalds that 
is not used and full; Hildebrand stated that he is part of the parking advisory and sure he wants the money for 
maintenance.  Mayor stated that they thought they went with the DRI as the best way to advise the downtown 
businesses and the best way to improve the area.  Deau stated that basically this is about money and the location is 
cut and dry.  Novak questioned, does it really matter any more?  Bergman stated that yes it does.   Bergman 
questioned why this is not going into the general fund; Bell stated that it is taking part in the parking lot and was 
decided that it should go back to the parking utility to preserve and maintenance of the parking lots.  Bergman 
stated that the giving up the parking was reimbursed with the fund for maintenance.  Freudenberg stated he felt the 
best thing would be to disapprove it.  MOTION BY FRUEDENBURG TO DENY CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT.  
SECOND BY STURZL.  Bergman questioned if this is approved to deny, what is the next step or plan.  Pelletier 
questioned it the funding issue would be resolved after the 5 year parking area completed or cancelled.  Novak 
questioned if it could be confirmed that the parking areas would not go up for sale if this was approved.  Pelletier 
stated that parking areas are in need of repair and maintenance and that every 3-4 years parking areas could be 
repaired with this money and would do anything to save the parking areas.  Freudenberg stated they he and Pelletier 
have worked hard to keep the parking areas but that income is needed for the upkeep of the parking lots and with 
out it, they may have to be sold; there is a group that is working to improve the downtown and yes, Pat Deau, it is 
sometimes about money and about location.  Deau stated he understands and he spends his own money and feels 
that Freudenberg is trying to make them feel bad.  Bell felt that there were two issues, aesthetics and loss of 10 
spaces and if that was enough to vote down cell service to our area and the income to the parking advisory board.  
There are business owners that are here against the idea and feels that should be decided on; feels that if it is voted 
down, feels that we should motion to look for another location and that maybe we should look at tabling to obtain 
legal advice and that possibly AT&T would have recourse.  Bergman confirmed that voting yes would deny and 



voting no would approve.  3 AYE (JOHNS/BROWN/FREUDENBERG), 3 NAY 
(PELLETIER/BERGMAN/STURZL), 1 ABSENT (LESCHKE) MOTION FAILED.   
MOTION BY STURZL/BERGMAN TO TABLE UNTIL LEGAL ADVICE CAN BE OBTAINED.  5 AYE, 1 
NAY (PELLETIER), 1 ABSENT (LESCHKE) MOTION TO TABLE APPROVED.   
 
FRUEDENBURG LEFT 
 
SITE PLAT APPROVAL – Discuss/Approve site plan for AT&T/Cingular Wireless for 150’ cellular “monopole” 
tower located on the South Courtney Street municipal parking lot (RH9106-0400) MOTION BY 
STURZL/BERGMAN TO TABLE UNTIL LEGAL ADVISE CAN BE OBTAINED. 4 AYE, 1 NAY 
(PELLETIER) 1 ABSENT (LESHKE), MOTION TO TABLE APPROVED. 
 
SITE PLAN APPROVAL – Discuss/Approve Site Plan Approval for 538 Shepard Street (Hair Design location); 
RH591 
Williams stated that he has two different surveys and Lisa Thorsen has a new site plan to pass out to all; this 
building is breaking in half and has to be rebuilt.  Thorsen stated that ½ the building has been closed off; this would 
be the tanning business and message businesses that have been closed. Lisa stated that the building was flooded 
with sewage in July.  Williams stated that the main issue is they want to build the new building right behind the 
existing building, showing that the City would give them 10’ of ROW to Thorsens and obtain the corner triangular 
piece showing on the submitted plans.  Lisa stated that they will have to downsize the new building.  She stated that 
area showing the Creek area, has moved from 10’ to approximately 25’ and has decreased area.  Her proposal 
would be to give up land area shown on the submitted map.  Discussion took place regarding setbacks, location of 
buildings and the difference in the surveys.  Williams stated that there is room to move lot lines between the 3 lots 
that they own being lot 11, lot 12 and lot 13.  Lot 13 is the lot in which Hair Design resides. Lisa feels that she 
should not have to reduce or change her lot lines for this issue. Sturzl questioned and Williams confirmed that they 
want to construct the new building behind the existing building so that they continue the hair solon business before 
they demolish it.  Lisa stated that they have been notified that they could not rebuild at the current location due to 
the fact that the ground is too soft there.  Bell stated that Public Works will make the final decision on the ROW 
issue.  Discussion took place regarding how the building could be placed to allow for more parking.  Bell stated that 
Soil Borings of the property were recommended from the Engineers before they begin the new building.  Bell stated 
that they would move the curb stop if needed.  MOTION BY BROWN/STURZL TO APPROVE SITE PLAN AS 
SUBMITTED WITH THE RED AND DARK BLUE AREAS ONLY (15FT OF ROW AREA) EXCLUDING 
PURPLE AREA.  WITH RECOMMENDATION TO CITY COUNCIL AND FORWARD TO PUBLIC WORKS 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF THE LAND SWAP APPROVAL. 5 AYE, 0 NAY, 2 ABSENT 
LESCHKE/FREUDENBURG.  MOTION TO APPROVE SITE PLAN APPROVED. 
 
MATTERS OF EMERGENCY/INFORMATIONAL NATURE:  None at this time. 
 
FUTURE AGENDA REQUESTS AND MEETING DATE: 

• Tuesday, October 19, 2010 4:00 PM 
• Tuesday, November 16, 2010 4:00 PM 
• Tuesday, December 14, 2010 4:00 PM 
• Comprehensive Plan Review – Chapter 3, Housing 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  MOTION BY PELLITER/BROWN TO ADJOURN PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
FOR WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2010.  5AYE, 0 NAY, 2 ABSENT (LESCHKE/FREUDENBURG), MOTION 
TO ADJOURN CARRIED. 
 
 
APPROVED BY: ___________________________ RECEIVED BY: ______________________ 
 
 


