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MEETING MINUTES 
PROTECTION OF PERSONS AND PROPERTY COMMITTEE  

June 29, 2009 5:00 –  7:10  PM   City Hall 
Al Jozwiak, Chairman  

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Al Jozwiak, Alex Young, Bill Freudenberg, Tom Kelly, Tom Gleason 

and Mayor Dick Johns 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Police Chief Michael Steffes, Fire Chief Terry Williams, City 

Attorney Phil Parkinson, Officer Josh Pudlowski, Administrative 
Assistant Lisa Kuczmarski, Firefighter Aaron Swaney, Ald. Joe 
Salzer, Jody Fabich, Sue Bessert, Bob Berns, Giles Morris, Attorney 
John Cirilli, Jim Hext, Jim Lillis, Kim Pitsch, and  Kim Drake 

  
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL  
 
Chairman Al Jozwiak called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM.  The meeting was properly 
posted, the media notified and a quorum present to do business; roll call was taken.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Approval of minutes were tabled until the next meeting. 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
 

A. Fire - Chief Williams introduced Jody Fabich as the new part time secretary. 
B. Police – The chief’s report was circulated for review 
C. Animal Shelter – Karen Hess’s report was circulated for review. 

 
MOTION BY FREUDENBERG/YOUNG TO ADJOURN INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 19.85 (1)(b AND (f) TO APPROVE/DISAPPROVE 
BARTENDER LICENSE APPLICATION.  ALL AYES, MOTION CARRIED. 
 
MOTION BY GLEASON/YOUNG TO RETURN TO OPEN SESSION.  ALL 
AYES, MOTION CARRIED. 
   
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Discuss / Approve Replacement of Siren 
 
Chief Williams advised the Phillip Street siren which is in poor condition and needs to 
be replaced.  He reported parts are no longer available to continue to repair.  As 
reported at a previous meeting, Williams said there is a good portion of the city that is 
not covered. The chief reviewed a bid from Northway Communications showing the 
cost of replacing it.  At some point, it is his goal to put a siren at the top of the hose 
tower at the fire department.  Even if the siren on Phillip Street is replaced, there is still 
an area of the city that is not covered including Hodag Park and the ball diamonds.   
Alex Young mentioned tacking it on to the ambulance project; Williams said he still 
could but does not want to keep tacking on to that project;  he suggested it may have to  
budgeted or taken from the general fund.    
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Mayor Johns suggested this be recommended to the Finance Committee. 
 
MOTION BY YOUNG/KELLY TO TABLE TO THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
REPLACEMENT AND FUNDING OF THE PHILLIP STREET WARNING 
SIREN.  ALL AYES, MOTION CARRIED.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Consideration of License Applications 
 
Bartender  
 
The police department recommended approval of bartender applications for Chadd J. Sandberg, 
Janis D. Warren, Tami J. Thieme, Melissa J. Goossen, Patricia A. Pazera, Ann M. Fraki, 
Edward A. Orlikowski, Susan G. Waydick, Catherine M. Mathison, Kathleen M. Orlikowski, 
and Lisa Drivas. 
 
MOTION BY JOZWIAK/YOUNG TO APPROVE THE BARTENDER APPLICATIONS 
RECOMMENDED BY THE POLICE DEPARTMENT.  ALL AYES, MOTION 
CARRIED.   
 
Approval of No Parking Zone 670 feet along River Road to Commence 600 feet West of 
Hanson Lake Road 
 
Chief Steffes said Randy Knuth received a request to limit parking in the area around the soccer 
fields. Visibility is limited with parents parking on both sides of the road. People are crossing 
back and forth and other drivers are driving rather fast.  Randy checked out the area and marked 
the proposed places to place the signs.     
 
MOTION BY GLEASON/YOUNG TO APPROVE A “NO PARKING” ZONE 670 FEET 
ALONG RIVER ROAD TO COMMENCE 600 FEET WEST OF HANSON LAKE 
ROAD.  ALL AYES, MOTION CARRIED.  
 
Discuss/Approve MDA Fundraiser 
 
Chief Williams reported last year this was a spur of the moment idea and he allowed the 
firefighters to place a truck on country fest weekend at the intersection of Stevens Street and 
County W to raise money for MDA. Williams said this is common across WI with 100% of the 
money raised going to MDA. MDA provides the training on how to work the intersections and 
they also cover the liability insurance.  Firefighter Aaron Swaney was present to answer 
questions and reported last year they raised over $6,100 and the goal this year $8,500.  The 
proceeds help the children receive medical necessities including braces, wheelchairs, and to 
attend MDA Camp.  Aaron currently is advertising to let the public know that this is a 
fundraiser and not a fire department event.   
 
MOTION BY JOZWIAK/KELLY TO APPROVE THE RHINELANDER 
FIREFIGHTER MDA FUNDRAISER.  ALL AYES, MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Approve Hiring Additional Firefighter (in Relation to Ambulance Project) 
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Chief Williams advised the department finished the testing process with Chippewa Valley 
Technical College and completed both the peer and Police and Fire Commission interviews.  He 
would like to act upon his plan to hire this additional firefighter with the initial year to be a part 
of the borrowing issue. After the first year, the wages would be received through the ambulance 
revenue, not something that is budgeted for through tax dollars.  Williams reported he would 
like to employ this individual early in order to learn the department before the ambulance 
project gets up and running.  This would also allow Tom Waydick to move to days to focus on 
this project.   
 
Chief Williams noted this position was already approved by the city in conjunction with the 
ambulance project but he wanted to keep this committee updated as he continues through the 
steps of this huge undertaking. 
 
MOTION BY FREUDENBERG/YOUNG TO APPROVE HIRING OF ADDITIONAL 
FIREFIGHTER IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE AMBULANCE PROJECT.  ALL 
AYES, MOTION CARRIED.   
 
This will continue to be discussed at Finance as well.       
 
Discuss/Approve Request to Sell Fireworks within City Limits 
 
Bill Bell was available for a conference call for this portion of the meeting.   
 
Chairman Al Jozwiak asked Chief Steffes to explain what is involved with this request. Chief 
Steffes referred  to Jim Hext to explain his initial conversation with City Administrator Bill 
Bell.   Mr. Hext stated in the middle of April, when he was considering putting up a fireworks 
stand in Rhinelander, he contacted Bill Bell prior to making his decision on whether or not to 
proceed with the sale of fireworks.  He met with Bill Bell to ask if there was any ordinances, 
permits or anything he would need for the sale of fireworks in the city; Hext stated they had 
several discussions for about a week.  Bill Bell called him back and said there were no 
ordinances that would prohibit him from selling fireworks.  At that same time, Jim Hext told 
Bell he had been a member of the Jaycees for 20 years and had a lot of knowledge of the 
fireworks shows and if it was possible for him to do the fireworks for the city but was told by 
Bill that he had missed the bid by several days.   
 
Hext stated when Bill Bell called him stating there was no ordinance to prohibit him from 
selling; Hext requested that in an e-mail and that was his decision to go ahead with the 
fireworks stand. He said he opened on June 10 and on June 15 the police department came in 
and told them they needed to get a sellers permit.  Chief Steffes explained that Officer Ryan 
Rezny went to Hext’s stand to notify them that they needed to obtain a transient merchant 
license, which he complied with immediately.  Then last Thursday, the chief reported, the 
department received a call complaining Jim was selling Class C fireworks.  Sgt. Jeff Melau then 
went there, found those types and informed them they could not sell them anymore.   
 
On Friday morning, Mr. Hext then met with Bill Bell, Chief Steffes and Mayor Johns.  Hext 
said at that time, he voluntarily stopped selling fireworks.  Chief Steffes reported Bill Bell and 
he made several calls trying to figure out a way the city could issue a permit for Jim to be able 
to sell the fireworks.   City Attorney Phil Parkinson also researched it and explained the mayor 
could issue a permit expiring with today’s meeting and contingent upon a $2,000,000 insurance 
policy with the city as the insured.  With his investment, the city wanted to allow him to be able 
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to sell and refer to the committee on whether he could continue the sale of Class C fireworks as 
authorized by the mayor.   
 
Chief Steffes said a compliance check was done today of all the other stands and the only stand 
that sold these particular ones was Jim’s.  Steffes said he did ask Jim previously to give proper 
permits to people and he gave a press release on the police department website explaining what 
proper permitting should include.  He stated Officer Pudlowski was not given a permit today 
when he purchased the fireworks only a slip that stated he was 18 years old.  
 
Jim said this was something they discussed but he did secure it today and will have them 
tomorrow.  
 
Attorney John Cirilli, representing Mr. Hext, said that Mr. Hext made every effort to make sure 
this was allowed before he made a substantial investment.  But for the approval of Bill Bell, 
frankly, he would not be trying to sell fireworks today.  He did not try to pass them off as 
sparklers and smoke bombs, this it is the good stuff and that is why he went to the city in 
advance and the approval of Bill Bell  
 
Attorney John Cirilli questioned part of the issue is the definition of fireworks and an error on 
what Bill Bell thought it was as compared to what Jim thought it was.  Cirilli said that Jim 
doesn’t think there was because they talked about the city display. These types of fireworks are 
all over the state, so it is not illegal per se; he said he is not aware of a local ordinance that states 
they can’t do it; Parkinson said yes they do, by adopting the state statute, which Cirilli replied 
does allow it.  Parkinson stated whether you were confused or misinformed and your argument 
that there isn’t; Cirilli broke in and stated that is their argument.  Phil said we do have the 
ordinance that the mayor can issue a permit as we adopted by state statute.       
 
Phil explained under the law you can transport them to a place where they can lawfully be 
disposed but they have to have a permit at that location but are not allowed to sell or use them in 
the city without a permit.  Jim Hext said he has informed buyers that they can not be shot off 
within the city limits of Rhinelander.  Officer Pudlowski stated he was told that they can not be 
shot off because the city is giving them a hard time. 
 
Bill Bell stated what was just presented by Jim was an accurate statement as far as leading up to 
what took place;  however, when they talked about this a couple of different times on the 
telephone. He noted they spoke of two different projects including the fireworks show and 
about the fireworks stand and his assumptions when discussing these things was that he was 
going to have the same type of stand like all the others in the city.  At no time did he feel he was 
going to sell illegal fireworks or it would have been an entirely different conversation. 
 
Bell called the inspection department asking if there was any specific fireworks permit to set up 
a stand and was told no and he then spoke to Val in the clerk’s office and asked if there was any 
specific permit related to a fireworks stand for the city and she said no there was not; Bell then 
called Jim Hext and told him so. Bell feels this boils down to miscommunication.  At no time, 
Bell said, did he anticipate him selling what is as classified illegal fireworks.   He said he 
doesn’t feel Mr. Hext was trying to circumvent the system or be in genuine and he did not try to 
mislead him.  Bill feels like they were talking about two different things.  Regarding the e-mail 
he said he was not trying to issue him a permit because he didn’t think one had to be issued at 
that time. 
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Bill Bell said of their discussion on Friday, it was very clear and Jim had a list of statute 
requirements for issuing a users permit.  Jim stated he knew all of the rules regarding that and 
he had a place lined up in the southern part of the state where people could light off fireworks 
and he had no problem with issuing a permit to everyone who buys fireworks listing the correct 
information of date, time and location; Bell expressed his disappointment that he did not follow 
through with what they just addressed on Friday.  Hext said he did not promise that on Friday  
but Chief Steffes said he did and he said he would give the permits out before he sells any 
fireworks. Jim said he is prepared to do that right now and have them printed tomorrow 
morning.  He could have early but he did not know what was going to happen at this meeting.  
 
Attorney John Cirilli said Jim by definition believed when he got this e-mail from Bill Bell had 
authorized the fireworks and thought he was good to go and invested a substantial amount of 
money.  Cirilli continued by stating he doesn’t think there is any question that there has been 
miscommunication along the line.  He asked if the committee would consider issuing him a 
temporary permit to get the time and finish until Saturday and then he is done He has thousands 
of dollars worth of product bought in reliance on this e-mail which he did that back in April. 
Hext thought the city administrator would be the authority and the one to contact to know the 
answers to his questions.   
 
Al Jozwiak said it is kind of unusual to him because he has purchased the same kind of  
fireworks within the city limits a year or so ago and he was never asked to produce any kind of 
permit.   Al feels there are definitely gray areas that need to be addressed and he is in favor 
giving Jim the right to sell and would hope he would get the correct users permit.  Phil pointed 
out the permits give the person the authority to possess but does not imply they can be used in 
the city or take them home to shoot off.  They must be used in a community that allows it.  Jim 
Hext stated he can have a triplicate permit in place tomorrow; City Attorney Phil Parkinson 
request to see them.   
 
The committee discussed the approval only until July 5, 2009 of this year. 
  
Bill Bell questioned if in the meantime he gets caught not issuing a permit would it be an 
immediate shut down of his stand?  Chief Steffes would like to include that in the motion. 
 
MOTION BY YOUNG/KELLY TO APPROVE THE MAYOR TO ISSUE A PERMIT 
FOR THE FIREWORK STAND SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE PERMIT 
LANGUAGE BY THE CITY ATTORNEY AND TO EXPIRE AT THE END OF THE 
DAY ON JULY 5, 2009.  IF IT IS FOUND THAT A PERMIT IS NOT ISSUED, THE 
STAND WILL IMMEDIATELY BE SHUT DOWN. ALL AYES, MOTION CARRIED.   
 
John Cirilli and Jim Hext left the meeting at 6:01.  Bill Bell ended the conference call. 
 
Approve Street Closure Applications Submitted  by DRI 
 
DRI Director Sue Bessert said she is again trying to create a festive atmosphere and include a 
few new events.  She circulated information on the activities and would like the approval of the 
city.  Bessert provided information on the Redikulus Dae, some new street dance events and a 
Creative Arts Walk.  The details were described along with the times of the events.  
 
The street dances will be early from 5 to 8 PM and they will encourage the businesses to remain 
open.  Bessert said they will have a total of three street dances, Wednesday, July 22, one 
immediately following Redikulus Dae on August 5 and the last one on Wednesday, August 26. 
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Discussion occurred on the best location to hold these dances.  Al Jozwiak suggested to include 
the downtown area of Brown Street in order to shoot the music right down the street to include 
all the businesses.  Sue reported they would not be serving from the street, that would occur 
inside the taverns.  There would be no glass allowed on the street and use of wristbands would 
be required in the barricaded area.  The committee suggested closing off Brown Street from 
Anderson to Rives and Davenport from Brown to Stevens Street.   As Chief Steffes requested, 
DRI would handle the distribution of the bracelets and checking the ID’s; this would give the 
police department one central location in which to check.   
 
The Creative Arts Walk event will be held on Friday, July 24, 2009 from 4 PM to 8 PM Brown 
Street closure from King to Rives Street.  There will be artists in the businesses but were 
looking at adding booths on Brown Street if they had additional artists.  
 
The Committee and Chief Williams discussed responding to an emergency during the events 
and questioned the possibility of having EMT’s at the locations. 
  
MOTION BY JOZWIAK/KELLY TO APPROVE STREET CLOSURES SUBMITTED 
BY DRI DIRECTOR SUE BESSERT FOR UPCOMING EVENTS.   ALL AYES, 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
The director will get the updated street closures to the police department for approval. 
 
EMERGENCY/INFORMATIONAL NATURE 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS/CLAIMS 
 
MOTION BY YOUNG/GLEASON TO APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS AND 
CLAIMS.  ALL AYES, MOTION CARRIED.  
 
FUTURE AGENDA REQUEST AND MEETING DATE 
 
Next meeting will be Monday, July 27, 2009 at 5:00 PM in the mayor’s office at city hall.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION BY KELLY/YOUNG TO ADJOURN PROTECTION OF PERSONS AND 
PROPERTY MEETING AT 7:10 PM.  ALL AYES, MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________   _______________________ 
Al Jozwiak, Chairman     Received By 
Protection of Persons and Property  
 
dk 


