
  
CITY OF RHINELANDER 

GOLF COURSE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 

June 2, 2009 – 4:00 P.M. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Bill Freudenberg, Tom Kelly, Don Torbenson and Alex 

Young, Dick Butterfield 
 
  
OTHERS PRESENT: Mayor Richard Johns, Golf Course Superintendent Joe 

Andersen, Golf Pro Dan Buckley, City Administrator Bill 
Bell, Mulligan’s Restaurant David O’Melia, Chamber of 
Commerce - Kim Swisher, Ron Tecklaw (4:42 – 4:53 
p.m.), Craig Mandli (4:40 – 4:53 p.m.), Joe Salzer (4:59 
p.m.) 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Freudenberg called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. The media was notified, 
the agenda was posted, and a quorum was present to do business. 
 
APPROVAL OF PAST MEETING MINUTES  
 
BUTTERFIELD/FREUDENBERG MOTION TO APPROVE APRIL 30, 2009 
MINUTES.  KELLY ABSTAINED-NOT IN ATTENDANCE AT LAST MEETING.  
ALL AYES; MOTION CARRIED. 
 
DEPARTMENTAL ACTIVITY REPORT 
 

A.  Mulligan’s Restaurant Operational Report – O’Melia reports comparison of 
2007, 2008, & 2009 sales reports, and he is down $6000 from last year in May.  
Basically the food end is what is down.  The bar sales are about the same as the 
past years.  He is down 3 bookings which can also affect the restaurant sales.  
Lunches are down, however, Friday nights are excellent.  He is advertising for 
lunches and offering a Birthday meal for free.   
 

B. Pro Shop Operational Report – Buckley reports they are down $8000 for May 
from last year’s numbers.  It is similar to 2006 and 2007 but up from 2005.  
Weather was a contributing factor to a slow May.  Memorial Day was a week 
earlier and greens were ready earlier so mid June should be looking good. 
 

C. Grounds/Facility Report – Andersen reports Memorial Day raises problems and 
aeration comes early and the rain affected the grounds.  It’s been cold and that 
provides for slow recovery.  All is green but not growing and just sitting there. 
The irrigation system is up and running with one minor leak they had to dig.   

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
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A. Restroom Facility Update – The perk test hasn’t happened yet, possibly this 
Thursday due to schedules reports Andersen.  There was a suggestion to use 
portable toilets as a temporary fix.  Freudenberg states that there is only one group 
of people complaining and with our financial situation, we should put on hold.  
Until we start showing a profit.  Torbenson says vacation people won’t complain, 
they just won’t come back.  He used a gas station restroom as an example.  
Torbenson and Andersen brainstormed about other ideas. Mayor states, if you are 
going to operate a business you have to have #1 toilet facilities for a #1 golf 
course.  A question raised, is there a chemical we can add to the water if pulled 
from the Golf Course to take out the smell?  Andersen said we have to see first if 
we can even put in septic systems.  Andersen states they have to Perk first.  There 
is not a way to get a truck across the Golf Course to empty portable toilets.  
Freudenburg is not against improvements, only concerned about the financial 
aspect.   
 
Bell asked what if we buy a one-ton truck to handle our own.  Andersen asked 
about a Lift gate as he has a truck which might be able to be used for that purpose.  
Andersen went over the cost for lift gate, truck or trailer with lift gate, move potty 
full of fluid, will need a pallet jack, pallet jack estimates $2000-2500 new, used is 
about half price.  Andersen would decide how many port-a-potties’s to put on the 
Golf Course, take clean ones and replace the dirty ones; it would have to be done 
twice a week to keep smell down.  They would be located by the bathrooms 
which are currently there.  The current bathrooms would be pumped out and 
Lyme put down for the smell.  Torbenson expresses they just want something 
clean.  There is discussion on the expense of port-a-potty, expense for crew, 
expense for pumping the units.   
 
Andersen states off an old estimate that 6 units are $3000, shipping $950, and one 
truck lift gate is needed.  A used pallet jack estimates at $2000, and could be 
placed by the shop to load and unload.  When picked up, stuff is going to slush 
around so there is going to be time spent in cleaning. Labor at 2 hours twice a 
week estimates $1400 for entire time course is open, pumping by A1 septic for 26 
weeks estimates $2080, odor packets $180, fuel $300 estimate, maintenance of 
equip $400 estimate, total in 1st year is $12,148 estimated, not counting lift gate.  
They have a dump truck, but maybe can find a used 1 ton truck as Andersen is not 
sure you can use a dump truck and lift gate together.   
 
Buckley suggested they get a trailer to pump it out, drop the hose by the RV dump 
station by the wastewater treatment plant.  If we make our own process and cut 
out other people there could be significant savings.  O’Melia asked if we couldn’t 
do that with our current facilities and not buy port-a-potty.  There is a 1000 gal 
concrete vault under the current vault.  Couldn’t we flip the toilet seat up and 
pump through the toilet.  Andersen stated there would be training needed for 
blood borne pathogens, specifically for 1-2 persons on crew which would consist 
of Andersen and Assistant, must be someone over 18 yrs old.  Sophisticated 
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equipment so they must be an experienced employee, it is a bio-hazard.  Buckley 
volunteered to look into finding a pump trailer.  Andersen will still complete a 
perk test before the next meeting. 
 
Bell stated that this matter cannot continue to be on the agenda.  Action should be 
taken and must be voted on. 
   
 

B. Discussion related to land for sale adjacent to the Golf Course property- Nothing 
taking place at this time.  Buckley suggested that we write up an offer to the paper 
mill with $1000 down to have a first right of refusal.  This matter shall be placed 
on the next agenda for voting purposes. 

 
 
C. Membership Incentive Plan/Rate Structure – Move to agenda for August. 

 
NEW BUSINESS  
 

A.  Discussion related to the use of the Golf Course for winter cross country ski 
trails – Ron Tecklaw attended as representative for the ski season events.  
Andersen passed photos showing damage by the 7th hole caused by ice under 
the ski trail.  If at all possible, they would like to re-route that section of the 
trail.  Plan is for Andersen and Tecklaw to come up with something better.  
Tecklaw would move it right away but its part of their short cut loop and for 
beginner and elderly skiers.  They acknowledge there is a problem and they 
want to work together for a resolution.  They also use for the Jr. High School 
race group.  Early frost, a deep freeze and then there was a thaw and then rain 
were all contributing factors per Andersen.  Wetlands are on the side so we’re 
unable to alter that particular area.  There appears to be a good 200 yards of 
damage area.  This making approximately 300 yards of ski trail to move. 

 
B. Discuss/Approve Advertising Brochure final proof - There are three errors 

that need to be fixed.  Three # 9 holes show up on the brochure.  O’Melia 
asked if he can use as a placemat for upstairs in the restaurant and the answer 
give was yes.  Price is 5000 brochures for $1190 plus $60 a panel layout.  Set 
up was $750; total bill came to $1919.  Buckley stated 5000 will last 2-3 
years.  Hotels are not paying to be on the listing.  Cross advertising was said 
to be ok. 

 
KELLY/BUTTERFIELD MOTION TO APPROVE THE BROCHURE WITH 
CORRECTIONS.  ALL AYES.  MOTION CARRIED.   
 
 
MATTERS OF EMERGENCY/INFORMATIONAL NATURE   
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Buckley shared the score card for junior golfers.  Donation for tee markers for kids and 
score card for kids.   
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS & CLAIMS  
 
KELLY/FREUDENBERG MOTION TO APPROVE BILLS AND CLAIMS IN THE 
AMOUNTS OF $$4,644.97 FOR THE CLUBHOUSE AND $19,888.48 FOR THE 
GOLF COURSE.  ALL AYES; MOTION CARRIED. 
 
FUTURE AGENDA REQUESTS AND MEETING DATE 
 
Discuss & possible approve a top dressing drag with half of the cost to come from special 
projects and the other half coming from Andersen’s budget. 
 
Golf & Hotel Marketing Packages with the Chamber of Commerce – Kim Swisher 
 
Next meeting is scheduled for June 30, 2009 at 4:00 p.m. at City Hall 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
KELLY/FREUDENBERG MOTION TO ADJOURN THE JUNE 2, 2009 GOLF 
COURSE COMMISSION MEETING AT 5:06 P.M.  ALL AYE; MOTION 
CARRIED. 
 
APPROVED BY_____________________________________ 
 
RECEIVED COPY___________________________________ 
 
jam 
  


