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PARKS, BULDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

March 23, 2009   
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Sherrie Belliveau, Tom Gleason, Tom Kelly, Joe                                                    
            Salzer, and Alex Young  
    
OTHERS PRESENT:       Parks Director Gunder Paulsen, City Administrator Bill Bell                                      
                                            Mayor Richard Johns, Alderman Al Jozwiak, Alderman Bill 

        Freudenberg, and various news reporters, and other community  
        individuals as per list.   

                                                
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Sherrie Belliveau called the meeting to order at 4:01p.m. noting the agenda had 
been properly posted, the public and media had been notified and a quorum was present to do 
business. 
 
REVIEW OF PAST MEETING MINUTES  
 
GLEASON/KELLY, MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 23, 
2009 MEETING.  ALL AYE; MOTION CARRIED. 
 
DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT 
 

• There were two burials since we last met 
• Asplund tree service took down trees by the logging museum. The trees were hit by 

lightning many years ago.  Gunder believes WPS pays for it, they were close to power 
lines, Randy Knuth’s crew picked up brush and stuff.  Road limits restrict them so they 
come this time of year.  We use chips and they get rid of and they help each other in 
those ways. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
CENTENNIAL MURAL PROJECT UPDATE 
 
Mayor reports part of scaffolding is down; rest will be down this week, some small stuff to finish 
up.  Schoenick’s installed the frame around and it was $290.00 to do so.  Sometime in April, 
Mayor expects it to be done, hope by May and then he’d like to get brochures with photos on it.     
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
4TH OF JULY ACTIVITIES AND FIREWORKS PROGRAMMING 
 
Bell said that the Mayor wants to make sure fireworks happen this year.  Bell will send out a 
letter requesting donations from various community organizations and then maybe we should 
create a formal fireworks planning sub-committee in the future to involve the public groups.  
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Mayor has a call into Kiwanis and said that if we don’t get it ordered soon, we won’t get it at all.  
We should order them by April or May.  Sherrie suggested we try to contact the same company 
used by the Jaycee’s last year, but she thinks they changed recently.  Gunder will find out who 
fired them off last year.  Mayor doesn’t want to see community without fireworks.  Gunder 
talked to Kiwanis, they can’t do legwork but possibly could contribute funds.  Gunder talked to 
Lions club and the country fest is right after and they’re too busy to provide workers for the 
event.  Sherrie asked what about water ski club.  Gunder said he has not had good luck with them 
as far as participating in other events.  Mayor stated lets get them ordered.  Gunder will get info 
to Bell and Mayor about how much and where to get them from. 
 
CITY HALL RENOVATIONS PROJECT 
 
Bell stated that he and Gunder had looked over some cost estimates for city hall renovations, but 
they are waiting for more.  They would like to wait till focus on energy comes up to look at 
windows and stuff.  Once they come up he feels more comfortable moving forward.  Bell said 
estimates are at $88,000 to $110,000 just for windows.  They also received costs for replacing 
the outside doors and some flooring.  The ides would be to phase this in over 3-5 years.  Focus 
on Energy would be willing to come up on short notice.  Gunder stated that they are looking at 
central air to eliminate the many inefficient window units.  Bell felt that windows are a priority 
and the flooring is probably the least important.  Water pours in around most of the windows and 
the window air conditioner units are costly to maintain.  Window units are also very noisy and 
must be turned off at times to conduct business.  Young questioned duct work as there isn’t any 
on the main level.  Gunder explained that a condenser unit could be installed with a separate unit 
for separate sides of the building.  It was asked that this be added to the next agenda. 
 
SKATE PARK RENOVATION PROJECT 
 
Bell stated that with the Fire Dept. expansion, it might have an impact on the project.  Part of the 
slope will still be available to use.  Grant stuff was dropped off, but not due until fall.  Bell 
asked, do you want to have a sub committee or an architect to design the park or what would the 
committee like?  Belliveau and Young stated they have no expertise, support subcommittee and 
architect.  Gleason asked Jozwiak if he knows anyone who would be interested.  Jozwiak said the 
best parks are designed by skaters themselves.  We need input from youth to design.  Safety 
issues were brought up by the Mayor.  There are lots of skate park plans per Jozwiak that we 
could adopt.  Photo of layout with hill, can they come up with something per Gleason.  Jozwiak 
will look into it greater and Bell will check with some architects.  Sherrie is confident in a design 
committee.  Maybe 16-17 year olds to be involved in the planning and kids that have moved on 
and grown up.  Gunder said the back alley of fire dept heading west, continue to Alban St and 
anything to right will stay available, anything else is for fire dept expansion.  It can double the 
size it is now.  There was a question raised on whether the parking lot for the hair salon is theirs 
or whose it is.  Shared with fire dept, per Gunder and back of fun factory is apt parking. 
 
HANSON LAKE TRAILS DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
 
Bell stated that after last meeting he talked to DNR and Joe Brauer.  Brauer is under the 
impression they had rights and we couldn’t build or develop the land as it would interfere with 
future expansion of the airport.  When Bell met with DNR, she showed documentation of parks 
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including the Hanson Lake area and since we received federal dollars the specified area can’t be 
developed into something other than nature based recreation.  There were some 
miscommunications on this issue in the past.  Grant issue came in when the house was purchased 
from WPS per the Mayor.  Federal grant put it in to use as nature based and trails.  Bell 
mentioned to Joe Brauer however, Brauer disagrees.  Hodag Park received federal dollars, 
Pioneer did not.  Condos are through the state but not federal.   
 
On the note of snowmobile trails, the Mayor said that he was able to reach an engineer for 
snowmobile club, get plans in, authorization from railroad and Hwy dept, everything ready to go 
but not doing anything with it.     
 
Jozwiak said there are groups that worked and groomed trails in the Hanson Lake area a few 
years ago, Gunder will work with Bell to create signs for the trails.  It’s a spider web of trails, not 
as if you can just pick one loop, you can ride for hours and not be on the same trail.  Gunder said 
similar of cross country ski trails and it looked like NY city road map, too much info for people, 
better to simplify.  Been developed over the years but not managed per Jozwiak.  When it comes 
to signage some maps you just provide and people orienteer and then they’re responsible to find 
their own way out.  Oneida Cty biking & walking group might kick in for signage.  Gunder can 
do w/ router inexpensively, have a kiosk for map, and laminate some maps around per Young, 
along trail so people know they’re still on it.  Major intersections to show you are here-too many 
trails to color code.  Sherrie-talk to DNR about using their parking lot/DOT-forest building on 
old building- ok to park there.  Bell will look into grants to establish it as a trail head 
Freudenberg- where to put kiosk etc.  Concern about young kids, trashing, found old couch back 
there, boat landing is bad, gravel washing into Lake Etc, tough to drive back there. 
 
MATTERS OF EMERGENCY/INFORMATIONAL NATURE - Nothing to report. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS & CLAIMS  
 
YOUNG/GLEASON, MOTION TO APPROVE THE CLAIMS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$5,832.15.  ALL AYE; MOTION CARRIED. 
 
FUTURE AGENDA REQUESTS AND MEETING DATE 
 
The next regular meeting will be held on April 27, 2009 at 4:15 p.m. in the Mayor’s office at 
City Hall.  Agenda items: Trail update on Hanson Lake; 4th of July; City Hall Renovations 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
YOUNG/GLEASON, MOTION TO ADJOURN THE MARCH 23, 2009, MEETING OF 
THE PARKS, BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE AT 4:36P.M. ALL AYE; 
MOTION CARRIED.  
 
APPROVED BY ______________________ RECEIVED BY _______________________  
 
jam 


