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PARKS, BULDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

JANUARY 26, 2009   
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Sherrie Belliveau, Tom Gleason, Tom Kelly, Joe                                                    
            Salzer, and Alex Young  
    
OTHERS PRESENT:       Parks Director Gunder Paulsen, City Administrator Bill Bell                                      
                                            Mayor Richard Johns, Alderman Bill Freudenberg, and various news  
           reporters, and other community individuals as per list.   
                                                
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Sherrie Belliveau called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. noting the agenda had 
been properly posted, the public and media had been notified and a quorum was present to do 
business. 
 
REVIEW OF PAST MEETING MINUTES  
 
YOUNG/SALZER, MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE, NOVEMBER 24, 
2008 MEETING.  ALL AYE; MOTION CARRIED. 
 
DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT 
 

• There were six  burials and five plots sold at the cemetery 
• Parks employees helped out with the November election  

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
CENTENNIAL MURAL PROJECT UPDATE 
Mayor Dick Johns said scaffolding will be taken down soon.  He noted that there are still a few 
things to be done up on top.  Progress is a little slow but it will look nice when it is completed. 
 
SKATEPARK RENOVATIONS  
Pat Finlan explained that they are trying to get a safe skate park for the children.  They would 
like to have one that would be a nice feature to our community and perhaps even be used for 
competitions.  They are currently trying to develop grants, and there are many associations that 
offer them. They need to come up with a design.  They would like to design a concrete skate 
park, since there is no maintenance.  He noted that it may be more expensive, but it would be 
their first preference.  They also have one for metal apparatus.  He asked the committee to 
contact him after looking at these to narrow down their options.  Bell stated that they have 
measurements for the current space, and can use the slope and topography.  He noted that they 
would need to work in conjunction with Fire Department. Gleason asked if they had been 
applying for grants, and Finlan stated that this was on their list, but they have to have a plan and 
design first to include in the application.  If they don’t have a design, they won’t be able to get a 
grant.   
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
HISTORIC LODGE AND EXHIBIT FACILITY PROPOSAL – PAUL HASTREITER 
Ed England passed around photos of a historic lodge which used to sit on the shore of Moens 
Lake.  It is now sitting next to the old Pelican School. It was built with tamarack, cedar, and 
hemlock, and has the original inside.  He felt that it would be great for gatherings in Pioneer park 
and could be used for education.  Paul Hastreiter explained that he would offer it to the City, 
delivered to Pioneer Park, at a cost of $87,500, and it would be less if piers were put up to put it 
on.   
Bill Bell explained that Mike Skubal talked with Paul Hastreiter, and had thought it would be a 
good addition to the Logging Museum Complex.  Mike added that he thought this could be used 
for meetings, theater groups and community groups.  They had also hoped for a building to use 
as a restaurant in the summer. He felt it would be revenue for the complex and a finishing touch 
for the park.  Sherrie noted that there are other parks that need attention, and this is not in the 
budget right now.  Gunder stated that he had not seen this building yet.  Mike thought that since 
the road in Pioneer Park is being redone, it would be nice to have it in the circle of the road.  
Sherrie felt they should table this till we look at the building and discuss it.  Paul Hastreiter noted 
that they do have a time deadline of the 28th of February when the road limits go on to get this 
off of the property.  He had a permit to keep it where it is sitting till that date. Sherrie explained 
that the money is not in the budget for this.  Mayor Johns agreed that there was no money in the 
budget.  Hastreiter noted that it could be brought over and not put on a permanent site till one 
was found for it. He stated that they would be willing to work with the City on fund raising.  
Hastreiter explained that they actually have a place in Lincoln County for it if need be.  Sherrie 
asked if Hastreiter would have time to figure out what to do with it if they waited till the next 
Parks meeting on February 23rd.  Hastreiter thought that if there was a letter of intent, that would 
help with the county deadline of February 28th.  Gunder noted that it would have to be moved 
regardless of their decision.  Sherrie thought they should pick a day to look at the building, and 
they decided on Tuesday, February 3rd at 2:00 pm.   
 
PIONEER PARK HISTORICAL COMPLEX OPERATIONS CONTRACT 
 Mike Skubal explained that they had a meeting in which they talked about a number of things. 
They have asked new people to be on their board, but he did not feel comfortable divulging their 
names yet.  He explained that essentially the contract is one they are familiar with except for #7 
where City will do all of the bookwork.  They have another meeting in three weeks, and will 
have a new board and a new contract.  He did not see any problems.  Sherrie noted that they 
would table this till the next meeting.   
 
DISCUSSION OF RHINELANDER BOAT/OUTBOARD MOTOR MUSEUM 
Jim Montgomery explained that one of the boats in the museum has had ownership transferred to 
the Wisconsin Maritime Museum.  The boat is supposed to stay in the Rhinelander museum.  
Sherrie noted that they have actually purchased the boat, and will leave it here, but may want to 
borrow it.  She said that they are waiting to hear from the Maritime Museum again.  Jim thought 
that if they would come to Rhinelander and look at the museum, they may want to put more 
items into it.  Sherrie stated that they want to work with the committee on this.  She wanted to 
wait to hear from them again before adding them to the agenda again. 
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UTHORIZATION TO RELOCATE THE ONEIDA COUNTY FAIR TO PIONEER PARK 
Bell explained that he had met with Jim Winkler and Paul Dean to relocate the fair in the City 
limits.  He had gone to a fair committee meeting and talked about how it would operate and the 
times.  He told the committee that if they chose the relocation, the fair committee could get 
started.  The City could work with fair committee rather than making monetary contributions.   
He felt that this would not be much cost to the City, but would have a lot of benefits.  Families 
could walk there, and there could be a shuttle from the old hospital parking lot to the park.   
Paul Dean felt this was a great idea.  He noted that this would be a win/win situation.  He wanted 
to go back to the County board to let them know, and asked when the committee would be able 
to give them a resolution.  The County Board wanted to know what kind of services would be 
provided, and noted that it was a big project, so they would have to know for contract purposes 
as early as possible.   
Tom Gleason asked what types of things they would be putting in the park, and Paul explained 
that they would have a lot of vendors from Oneida Co.  He didn’t know if they would have rides, 
and noted that they could only put in what the committee felt they had room for.  He stated that 
they would bring this all to the committee ahead of time, and wanted to know if it would cost 
anything to use Pioneer Park.  He noted that there would be no fee to get into the fair. 
Mayor Johns asked about having tents, and thought that if there were a carnival, the rides should 
go into the baseball diamond.  Paul noted that he would report back to his committee, and 
thought that maybe they should hold the fair for more days than they had planned.   
Bell added that, from the last fair committee meeting, they wanted to run it August 14, 15, 16th , 
and were looking at times of 12 – 9 p.m. during the week, 10-9 p.m. on Saturday,  and 10-5 p.m. 
on Sunday.  
 Jim Winkler stated that the 4H Leaders Association may want to come in a day earlier for 
judging.  He also noted that they have a tentative contract with K & M Amusements.  They have 
a 10 ride carnival. There would be five adult rides and five children’s rides.  The 4H also has 
exhibit cabinets for things, and were hoping to work with the Logging Museum on space for 
exhibiting for that weekend.  Dean noted that they could get together with the corporation 
counsel to make sure all of the legalities were taken care of.   
 
SALZER/GLEASON, MOTION TO APPROVE THE R ELOCATION OF THE ONEIDA 
COUNTY FAIR TO PIONEER PARK.  ALL AYE:  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
MATTERS OF EMERGENCY/INFORMATIONAL NATURE  - Nothing to report. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS & CLAIMS  
Bell explained the new report from the Finance Director.  Financial statements were created right 
out of the software, and they would give the information for the previous month.   
 
SALZER/GLEASON, MOTION TO APPROVE THE CLAIMS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$24,109.41.  ALL AYE; MOTION CARRIED. 
 
FUTURE AGENDA REQUESTS AND MEETING DATE 
 
The next regular meeting will be held on February 23, 2009 at 4:00 p.m. in the Mayor’s office at 
City Hall. 
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City Hall Murals 
Skate Park Renovation Plan 
Facility Services for Oneida Co. Fair 
Logging Museum Complex Contract 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
YOUNG/GLEASON, MOTION TO ADJOURN THE NOVEMBER 24, 2008, MEETING 
OF THE PARKS, BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE AT 5:00 P.M . ALL AYE; 
MOTION CARRIED.  
 
APPROVED BY ______________________ RECEIVED BY _______________________  
 
vlf 


