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PROTECTION OF PERSONS AND PROPERTY 
January 26, 2009 5:00 – 6:45 PM   City Hall 

Al Jozwiak, Chairman  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Al Jozwiak, Alex Young, Bill Freudenberg, Tom Kelly, Tom Gleason 

and Mayor Dick Johns 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: City Administrator Bill Bell, Police Chief Michael  

Steffes, Fire Chief Terry Williams, Ald. Mark Pelletier, Ald. Sherrie 
Belliveau, Ald.  Joseph Salzer,  Craig Mandli, Giles Morris, Jon 
Gillespie, Laurie Lenten, Mark Wittock, Robert Johnson, John Stein, 
Michael Olsen, Sue Rasmussen, Mitch Miles, Jim Winkler, Sue 
Abrams, Russ Fisher, Aaron Schultz, and Channel 12 News.    

 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL  
 
Chairman Al Jozwiak called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM.  The meeting was properly posted 
and the media notified and a quorum present to do business.    Roll Call was taken.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
MOTION BY FREUDENBERG/KELLY TO APPROVE NOVEMBER 24, 2008 
MINUTES.  ALL AYES, MOTION CARRIED. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT    
 
Chief Williams briefly reviewed his December and January Monthly Reports reporting year end 
total for calls was up 10% at 1345 calls.  Williams reported the Inspection Department permit 
fees are down around $37,000 from 2007.  The chief reported the three townships of Woodboro, 
Pine Lake and Newbold brought in a total of $14,317 permit fees.  The chief advised the 
department hopes to take on two additional townships and he has been contacted by three 
others.      
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT  
 
Steffes reported they finished up EVOC certification in December.  In January, Simunitions 
training was done at the Friendly Village.  Steffes stated the facilities worked out very well for 
their exercises allowing them to use the portion that has been closed down. 
 
The chief reported end of the year calls for service was up by 201and citations up 95. Steffes 
reported by November the department raised the $16,000 in donations for the purchase of the 
police dog.  He, along with two officers interested in becoming the K-9 handler, attended the 
canine training at the Campbellsport training facility.  
 
Chief Steffes was asked by the Wisconsin Chief’s of Police Association to sit on the Training 
and Standards Advisory Committee.  Steffes said he was honored to do so and explained that 
six chiefs throughout the state are appointed to sit on the board to determine what the recruits 
need for certification, select the curriculum, and determine hours needed for certification.   
 
The Citizens Police Academy is scheduled to begin on February 26.    
 
ANIMAL SHELTER 
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The shelter report was available to review. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS    
 
Potential sale of fermented malt beverages at locations within the city limits where fuel or 
gasoline is sold 
 
Mitch Miles of Hodag Pump and Pantry stated on a daily basis he has customers coming in 
surprised that they can not buy beer or wine at his convenience store.  Miles feels it would be an 
economic boost to the city with more tax dollars coming in.  He said the majority of the people 
are not local residents so chances are those people will not stop here again to purchase these 
items.  He spoke with the chief of police from Waupun and they too had the same ordinance but 
changed a few years ago; Miles was told underage drinking did not go up nor did any liquor 
stores go out of business.   Miles said on Christmas Day quite a few people stopped by to buy 
beer or wine and he could not tell them where to buy because the liquor stores were closed. 
Miles advised he also spoke with the Waupaca police chief who stated they did not see an 
increase in underage drinking or an increase in drunk driving.   
 
Ald. Freudenberg said he is looking at security with the proper personnel behind the counter.  
Miles said he has a top of the line camera system and anyone caught selling to underage will be 
let go.  Ald. Kelly pointed out the problem with an employee after receiving a license would 
have the opportunity to go anywhere else in the city.   
 
Jim Winkler of County Extension said he is present as a member of the AODA Committee.  
Winkler reviewed a summary of a study published Pediatrics and Adolescence Medicine that 
stressed the exposure to alcohol advertising contributing to underage drinking. He asked the 
Committee to consider this when making their decision that more advertising for the young 
people to see, you will potentially see an increase of young people drinking. 
 
Jon Gillespie of West Side Shell and a partner of the Hodag BP on Lincoln Street said   
his situation is a little different; he has a liquor license outside of the city limits and is not 
interested at this time for the station on Lincoln Street unless his competitors receive one.  
    
Robert Johnson of Crist Oil stated they have 35 locations in Wisconsin of which 32 have beer / 
liquor license or a combination.  Crist Oil is interested in the opportunity of receiving a license.  
He noted they are extremely aggressive in the training of their employees who take alcohol 
management classes.  Their locations are able to key the date into the register so they must 
check for an ID keeping track when it was sold and who it was sold by.  
 
Mike Olsen of Holiday Gas agrees with Mitch Miles with the inquiries from tourists that would 
like to purchase beer and wine. He said they have cameras in and outside to keep track of all 
transactions and their registers prompt for age verification. He was asked and answered he was 
not aware of any citations for underage cigarette sales. If alcohol sales were allowed, they 
would be sold from a different room that would be locked when not for sale or after hours.   
 
Russ Fisher Vice President of the Oneida County Tavern League said the league is opposed to 
getting more licenses in the city as there are enough already. 
 
Mayor Johns stated it is the Wisconsin law that is the sticker.  The 18 year-old cannot drink but 
yet he can get a license to sell it; he does not agree with it but they have to abide by it. 
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Chief Steffes was asked if he sees more underage drinking here than in Beaver Dam. Steffes 
reported he never ran a per capita but noted Beaver Dam has 16,000 people so they had more 
arrests.  Steffes checked with Sheriff Jeff Hoffman who said they have not had an increase with 
convenience stores in the county receiving citations for selling to minors.  Steffes noted the 
police department is always concerned when some 18 year-old is closing a store and the 
possibility of selling to friends.  Steffes said if the council chooses to go this route, he can 
explore grant possibilities.  
 
Mark Wittock House of Spirits stated he is not in favor of seven more competitors any more 
than the gas stations would not like seven more competitors; this business is their lifeline.   
 
Chairman Al Jozwiak said the majority of his calls have been opposed to it with the majority 
worrying the employees would be sneaking it out the back door or to selling to friends.  Jozwiak 
is concerned about undermining the current liquor stores that established themselves in the 
community.  He understands the reasoning for Mitch Miles but feels it would be at the expense 
of others. 
 
MOTION BY KELLY/GLEASON TO DENY THE APPROVAL FOR THE SALE OF 
FERMENTED MALT BEVERAGES AT LOCATIONS WHERE THE SALE OF FUEL 
AND GASOLINE ARE SOLD.  ALL AYES, MOTION CARRIED.   
    
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Bartender 
 
The police department recommended the approval of a license for Theresa Kennedy. 
 
MOTION BY YOUNG/FREUDENBERG TO APPROVE BARTENDER LICENSE FOR 
THERESA KENNEDY.  ALL AYES, MOTION CARRIED.   
 
Liquor    None 
Other      None 
 
Proposed location of a Homeless Shelter within the city limits 
 
Bill Bell stated he attended a meeting presented to the staff and parents of the Catholic Church 
across from city hall; he advised the idea of locating the shelter at the old convent has since 
been scrapped. 
 
Lori Hallas of Forward Service Corporation explained their program with available funding 
through a state shelter subsidy grant which helps people that are homeless for up to a three night 
stay.  Hallas feels there is a need for a shelter in our area; she explained they have a support 
housing program with nine sites to work with homeless people to get them stable.  Hallas 
explained the main goal is to get these individuals into permanent housing.   
 
Ald. Freudenberg asked and Hallas responded the screen process they would use the referral 
service from other agencies but check on CCAP and no one is allowed with a history of a 
violent crime of sexual offender.  Hallas introduced Bill Miller, a major proponent of a shelter, 
to inform the Committee of his interest and proposals.       
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Ald. Gleason questioned if circumstances require at 3AM two people requiring one night shelter 
and one not able to be admitted.  Bill Miller said they are not looking at somebody at that hour 
of the morning. 
 
As Hallas stated, Miller said they work with other agencies as a referral system helping from 
one to three months temporary shelter for people going through circumstances thru financial 
difficulties.  He noted Wisconsin Public Service had a 60% increase in shut-offs in 2007 – 
2008; with that, there are also medical, food and other economic issues. Through their contact 
with agencies such as social services that confirm people as homeless and they have established 
guidelines.  Miller knows of homeless individuals currently in need of safe housing and help to 
get control of their lives, stating some people have no choice. 
 
Freudenberg if they have other sites in mind.  Bill Miller advised they are looking and in the 
mean time he has had the opportunity to visit Wausau, Balsam Lake and Somerset community 
shelters. In Wausau, 15% of the homeless come from the north woods.  
 
Miller said, not knowing the convent location would not go through, they developed guidelines 
and brochure which includes house rules, start-up needs and support issues.  He circulated his 
brochures to the Committee. Jozwiak asked Miller if he envisioned people outside the area 
filling up the Rhinelander shelter instead of people from our community.  Miller felt not, if done 
according to what the committee has worked out, referrals through social services agencies. 
 
Mayor Johns pointed out that he has been a member of the Human Service Center since 1967 
and has learned that a lot of these homeless people usually have other issues attached rather than 
just hard luck. The mayor is concerned with emergency services and the responsibility of 
funding drug testing.  Miller said they can do on site drug testing but Johns questioned if an 
officer becomes involved prior to the shelter it would then fall back on the responsibility of the 
city if the individual is brought to the hospital first is now his case with two men involved.  
Johns pointed out that many of the people will first come in contact with one of our police 
officers, which will then become a dilemma for the city.  Miller was asked who is going to be 
qualified to administer the test; he responded that two or three supervisory people would be on 
duty during shelter hours. 
 
Miller believes the community is getting a better understanding of what they are talking about  
and he is looking forward to getting updates and oncoming discussions.  
 
NORDEG Presentation 
 
Officer Josh Pudlowski addressed the committee with information concerning what the current 
problems and what they are seeing with the drug situation in the city and area.  After a two year 
absence, he is now back as a full time drug investigator. 
 
Pudlowski reported the big thing they currently see in the Rhinelander area is the increase in 
prescription medication.  Abuse locally has seen an increase in Oxycodone, Oxycontin and 
Vicadin; the narcotic used to control pain and cancer management.  Pudlowski reported, in 
2008, they had one narcotic related arrest every 5.3 days in the city; this is not taking into 
consideration his investigations where he actively seeks out drug dealers.  This figure is just the 
street officers making arrests.  Pudlowski said that heroin is on the rise in the north woods 
coming into the area very rapidly from Milwaukee, Chicago and Green Bay. With that there is a 
rise in Hepatitis C, B and HIV.  Josh said this is nationwide problem but he wanted to explain 
how important it is for them to know the growing problem this is in our area and what they are 
doing about it. 
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Officer Pudlowski reported there are seven different agencies in this task force pooling their 
resources as a group for grant writing and working together to stop drug problems.  Josh said he 
works frequently with other agencies but all the agencies work well with each other.  
 
With prescription abuse on the rise, they are looking at new ways by working together with 
doctors and pharmacies to start up a data base where they can communicate with each other to 
seek people that are actively using narcotic prescriptions.  Teens to early 20’s are a particular 
problem according to Pudlowski. Big problems with marijuana and prescription medication 
with junior high, middle school age kids.  
 
Ald. Kelly asked if there has been an increase in other crimes for the purpose getting funds for 
drugs.  Officer Pudlowski said he focuses on narcotic investigations but does occasionally get 
involved with the detectives about burglaries and break-ins.  State and federal agencies are used 
when they have a case with a lot of weight to it.   
 
Josh said since re-joining NORDEG after a two year absence, heroin is now actively being used 
and sold in the city. 
 
Consideration of Bids for Police Squad Replacement   Tabled 
 
Emergency/Information Nature  None 
 
Consideration of Bills & Claims   
 
City Administrator Bill Bell explained the new procedure of approving vouchers and Financial 
Reports. 
 
MOTION BY KELLY/FREUDENBERG TO APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS AND 
CLAIMS. ALL AYES, MOTION CARRIED.        
 
FUTURE AGENDA 
 
Bids for Police Squad Replacement 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION BY YOUNG/KELLY TO ADJOURNMENT MEETING AT 6:45 PM.  ALL 
AYES, MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 
 
________________________    ______________________ 
Al Jozwiak, Chairman      Received by 
Protection of Persons and Property  
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