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 RHINELANDER CITY NEWS  

PREMIER RESORT AREA TAX (PRAT) 

UPDATE:  

The City of Rhinelander generates 68% of Oneida County’s $3.8 million 

annual revenue and receives none of that revenue under Wisconsin reve-

nue structure. Currently, the only available  avenue within Wisconsin for 

the City to collect sales tax is the Premier Resort Area Tax (PRAT). As has 

been discussed, the City of Rhinelander does not have adequate tax reve-

nue to maintain its valued services and roadways without increasing prop-

erty taxes or finding additional funding.   The Rhinelander City Council is 

now considering implementation of a “Premier Resort Area Tax” as a reve-

nue source to pay for transportation infrastructure and reduce the City’s 

dependence on property tax revenue. A “Premier Resort Area Tax” is a 

0.5% (1/2 cent on the dollar) sales tax on tourist-related items sold, leased 

or rented through retailers in the City of Rhinelander.  The town of Eagle 

River has successfully been using this sales tax formula since 2006.  

 A City of Rhinelander Premier Resort Area Tax would bring in $400,000 

annually to help the City address its financial need of over two million dol-

lars in short-term road improvements. It is estimated that 66% of this new 

revenue resource would be from regional residents who do business in 

Rhinelander and those seasonal travelers and vacationers who utilize the 

City infrastructure year by year.  It is intended to have all those using the 

City amenities contribute to infrastructure maintenance under the PRAT 

tax.   A half-cent local sales tax will allow the City of Rhinelander to ad-

dress its street infrastructure needs, reduce its dependence on property 

taxes and the City of Rhinelander’s prosperity will benefit the region.   

Please consider this issue which will be on the April 7, 2015 ballot.  A 

public hearing to answer questions and address this issue 

ahead of the election will be March 30, 2015 at 6:00 pm  
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 City Administrator’s Corner:  

  
The City of Rhinelander and the Town of Crescent 

have submitted a joint proposal to purchase  part 

of the Heal Creek property currently owned by 

the County and located near Northwood Golf 

Course.  The County Land & Records committee 

is expected to consider the City/Town offer on 

April 14 or May 12th - exact date to be deter-

mined.  It is expected that the full County Board 

will consider the offer on May 19 at 6:00 pm.  If 

the purchase is successful, activities will include 

but are not limited to: family-friendly hiking and 

running trails, creek fishing, birding, snowshoe-

ing, non-groomed/backcountry skiing, beginner-

level mountain biking trails, and winter fat bik-

ing. Seasonal hunting and trapping in designated 

areas may occur under a DNR stewardship plan. 

Most new trails in the Heal Creek area would be 

open to leashed dogs. Dog-friendly snowshoeing 

trails east of the golf course could be roughed-in 

for immediate use. No other public recreation ar-

ea in the Northwoods, let alone one situated so 

close to a city; would offer such variety of activi-

ties for City/County residents and visitors.  The  

golf course clubhouse will then be utilized for fall 

& winter activities giving more outdoor activity 

possibilities for disabled and  older population.  

Keep  up with the Heal Creek Project by going to: https://

www.facebook.com/healcreek or request to be on the 

email list at: northwoodstrails@gmail.com  

 

Pothole patching season is here!  
Please help keep the Rhinelander 
street crews safe by eliminating dis-
tractions; like cell phones, adjusting 
the radio, and eating.  Please focus on 
getting in and out of the work area 
safely by slowing down, moving over 
and staying alert.  

Also,  with the melting of snow, street 
sweeping will be starting soon as long 
as weather permits. Please give our 
sweeper operators space to complete 
their job safely.   And, don’t worry if 
you’re street doesn’t get swept right 
away. We will be starting with main 
thoroughfares and downtown then 
work our way to the neighborhoods as 
the snow melts and we can get to the 
curb line.  Thanks in advance for 
keeping our workers safe as we begin 
clean-up after the long winter! 

 

Mark your calendar for spring 

Clean-up on May 4, 2015  



 

CLERK’S OFFICE REMINDERS-   

 Get ready for your Summer get-togethers 
with a reservation for Hodag or Pioneer Park 
Shelters. Contact the Clerk’s office at 
715.365.8600 or stop by to make your reser-
vation. The cost is $50 to reserve the site and 
$100 clean-up fee; which will be returned  if 
the site is left clean and without damage.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 2015 Season Boat Launch stickers are availa-
ble at the Clerk’s office.  City Residents may 
receive a sticker at no cost to them.  Non-City 
residents may receive a sticker for $20.00 
which covers the entire season.  The sticker  
can be used at both Hodag Park and the New 
Pelican Rapids Boat Launch on Boyce Drive. 
Application forms may be found on the web-

site at www.ci.rhinelander.wi.gov under the 
category “FORMS”.  Daily launch cost is 
$5.00 payable at launch site.  

 Northwood Golf Course Memberships are 
available at the Clerk’s office.  See Page 4 of 
this Newsletter for schedule of membership 
Greens and Cart Fees.   

 VOTER ID UPDATE:  Wisconsin voters will 
not be required to show a photo ID to vote at 
the April 7, 2015 Spring Election.  As you 
may know, the U.S. Supreme Court cleared 
the way for enforcement of Wisconsin’s 2011 
voter ID law; but because the Spring Election 
is two weeks away, the Attorney General has 
advised state election officials not to imple-
ment it at the April 7 election.  The Wiscon-
sin Department of Justice (DOJ) represented 
the Government Accountability Board in de-
fending the voter ID law.  Municipal clerks 
and election inspectors may not request or 
require that voters present a photo ID as a 
condition of obtaining a ballot, either while 
voting absentee or at the polling place. If you 
have any questions, please contact the G.A.B. 
Help Desk at gabhelpdesk@wi.gov or (608) 
261-2028.   
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PROPOSED DOWNTOWN 

WALKING/BIKING  

TRAILS:   

 

At the City Council meeting  

on Monday, March 9th,  

the Council gave approval  

to seek grant Funding for  

a Multi-Use Trail for the Kemp Street area 

near the Chamber of Commerce.  This trail 

would connect the current boardwalk by the 

Chamber with the Hotel area on Kemp Street; 

then pass the Chamber area and travel on 

Sutliff toward Cedar Street.  In the other di-

rection it would go on toward Shepard Park 

and the new Pelican Rapids boat landing.     

One benefit about this segment of proposed 

trail is that the City currently owns the prop-

erty and wouldn’t have to obtain  easements; 

which would slow down construction and in-

crease costs.  It was noted that this segment 

of development just makes good sense as it 

would connect the area by hotels on the out-

skirts of Rhinelander with the Pelican River 

and Wisconsin River areas.  The city’s long-

term goal is to then extend the trail to Daven-

port on the Wisconsin River and to Pioneer 

Park on the Pelican. We will continue to up-

date the status of this project in future news-

letters as things progress.  

FOREST HOME CEMETERY:  

The City of Rhinelander’s Forest Home Cemetery 

spring clean-up is just around the corner.  All 

decorations should be off graves by April 1, 2015, 

then graves can be redecorated after May 1, 2015.   

All decorations should be removed to facilitate 

clean-up.  Decorations not removed before April 

1st will be removed by the Cemetery Staff.   As a 

reminder fall clean-up runs from October 15th 

through December 1st.  Thank you in advance for 

your assistance with gravesite maintenance.   

 

mailto:gabhelpdesk@wi.gov
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NORTHWOOD GOLF COURSE—3131 Golf 
Course Road, Rhinelander 
 
The challenging game of golf is not the only thing that happens at 
Northwood Golf Course.  This winter, residents and visitors alike, en-
joyed another successful season of sledding and cross country skiing.  
The City of Rhinelander and Town of Crescent are currently working 
together in an historic effort to acquire property east of the golf 
course, currently owned and for sale by Oneida County; which would 
be used to expand the availability of a silent sports activity trail net-
work in the Rhinelander area.  Together with adjacent private proper-
ty owners, a large amount of northern Wisconsin wilderness acreage 
would be placed in a long term conservation trust and used for hiking, 
biking, snowshoeing, and cross country skiing.  The existing clubhouse 
at Northwood Golf Course would become the perfect hub for year 
around recreational activities.  A vast number of silent sports organi-
zations have agreed to take on the task of constructing and maintain-
ing a trail network for these activities.  The property could also be used 
as a training ground for the timber industry and as an educational re-
source for local schools.  The possibilities are endless.  For a minimal 
first time investment, this exciting project will provide a greatly de-
sired recreational opportunity for the residents and visitors to Oneida 
County for many generations to come.  And of course, watch our web-
site for opening day at Northwood Golf Course! 

 

Rhinelander Parks, Building & 
Grounds 

 
With the coming of spring comes the in-
crease of more outdoor activities for all 
City residents.  We all look forward to get-
ting out in the evening for a long walk 
with a friend, a family member or our 
pets.  Please be advised of the City ordi-
nances that specify Leash & Pet Clean-up 
requirements. City Ordinances 4.05.07(5)
(b) and 4.05.07(11) have been in place for 
quite sometime; but recently  complaints 
have increased regarding non-compliance 
with these ordinances.  The City of Rhine-
lander wants all residents and visitors to 
be able to enjoy outdoor activities and we 
ask that those with pets be considerate of 
others by adhering to these ordinances at 
all times.   In a very short time signs will 
be placed throughout the City advising 
enforcement of these ordinances.   Thank 
you for your consideration and adherence 
to these City Policies.  
 
 
 

RHINELANDER 

Council Members 
George Kirby—District 1 

Mark Pelletier—District 2  

Sherrie Belliveau—District 3 
Tom Kelly—District 4 

Joe Salzer—District 5 

Alex Young—District  6 

Steve Sauer—District 7 

Thomas Gleason—District 8 

 

Mayor — Dick Johns  

 

CITY HALL  

715.365.8600 

Open weekdays 8:00-4:30  
 

2015 NORTHWOOD GOLF COURSE GREENS/CART FEES  

Dates:    9 Hole  18 Hole  Pre-Twilight      League/Twilight 

          After 3:00pm   After 5:00 pm  

Open to 5/21   18.00  33.00   23.00   15.00 

5/22 to 9/7   23.00  43.00         23.00   17.00 

9/8 to close   18.00  33.00    23.00   15.00  

 

Cart Fees:       9.00        15.00            8.00    8.00 

 

Call the Golf Course (715.282.6565) or City Hall (715.365.8600) 

for more information regarding memberships        


