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 RHINELANDER CITY NEWS  

Why do we have fireworks on July 4th?  

Fireworks and parades have long been a tradition in Independence Day celebrations. In a 
letter from John Adams to his wife about  Independence Day celebrations; he said the day 

“Ought to be solemnized with pomp and parade, with shows, games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, 
and illuminations, from one end of this continent to the other, from this time forward forever more.” 
And so colonists celebrated July 4th even before they knew if they would win the war, setting off fire-
works July 4th, 1777. Fireworks were further made popular in the late 1700s by politicians that had 
displays at their speeches, and they became a firmly established tradition by the 1800s. 

Is there really something written on the back of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence?  Yes, (not a treasure map as in the movie, National Treasure) but a message 
written upside down at the bottom of the signed document:  “Original Declaration of Inde-
pendence dated 4th July 1776.”  It’s not known who wrote it or when.  It is thought this 
served as a label since parchment was usually rolled up during the Revolutionary War 
years.  

Three American Presidents have this in common… 

Did you know that Thomas Jefferson and John Adams died on the same day, in 1826? They 
had been rivals in everything, even about who would live longest. Adams’ last words were 
about his long-time foe: “Thomas Jefferson lives!” In fact, Jefferson had died just five hours 
earlier, but Adams hadn’t gotten the message. James Monroe is the third U. S. president to 
die on July 4th, in 1831.  Thus, 3 of the first 5 presidents died on the 4th of July.  

The U.S. Flag—how many have there been?   

There have been 28 versions of the U.S flag to date.  Our current and most recent flag was 
designed after Alaska and Hawaii joined the union and was the result of a school project.  
Robert Heft was 17 when he came up with the flag design in 1958. He originally got a B- on 
the project, but when his pattern won the national competition to become the next flag;  his 
teacher raised his grade to an A! 

  

  

                               

   

 

          City of Rhinelander July 4th Events:  

      11:00 am Downtown Parade — Fireworks at Dusk at Hodag Park 

CITY HALL OPEN WEEKDAYS  8:00-4:30—135 S. Steven St. June  2015 
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City of Rhinelander Fire Department— 
                CLIMBING THE LADDER 
 

This time it is not for a fire, but a promotion. In the past 
couple months the Rhinelander Fire Department has been 

going through the promotional process and has promoted 
Jim Plautz (left) and Dan Bauer (right) to officer positions 

within the department. Jim has been with the department 
since 2007 and has been promoted to Lieutenant. The 

Lieutenant position is a command position and second in 
charge of a shift. Dan has been with the department since 

2006 and has been promoted to Deputy Chief. The Deputy 
Chief position is also a command position and is in charge 
of a shift and the daily operations of that shift. The depart-

ment is very fortunate to have these two as leaders in the 
organization.   Congratulations!  

 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT—  WEED ORDINANCE 

 

In an effort to reduce overall costs, the City of Rhinelander has 

altered the process pertaining to enforcement of the Weed Ordi-

nance.  Properties will no longer receive a warning letter to com-

ply.  Properties will be observed by a City employee, a “before” 

photo will be taken, the property will be mowed and an “after” 

photo will be taken.  This is similar to the sidewalk snow removal 

ordinance that has proven to be very effective in both time and  

cost savings.  The ordinance can be viewed below.   

3.06.12– Control of weeds & grasses.  

(1) Mowing required.  No person owning property within the City shall 

permit to grow or pollinate upon his premises any weeds or grasses 

which cause or produce hay fever in human beings, exhale unpleasant 

or noxious odors or conceal filthy deposits.  To prevent such growth 

and pollination, every property owner shall mow or cause to be mowed 

upon his premises all grasses or weeds exceeding one foot in height. 

(2) Mowing by City.  The Weed Commissioner shall enforce this Sec-

tion. If any person shall fail to comply herewith, the Commissioner 

shall cause the premises to be mowed and report the cost thereof in 

writing to the City Clerk in the manner provided in Wis. Stats. 

§66.0517.  Such charge shall be spread on the tax roll as a special tax to 

be collected in the same manner as other taxes, unless such lands are 

exempt from taxation. If exempt from taxation, then the charge shall 

be collected as any other claim by the City.  A fee established by the 

City shall be charged for each mowing by the City under this Section.  

(Minimum fee of $200.00) (Code 1993, §12.12; Ord. No. 16-14, 8-

11-2014) 

 

 RHINELANDER 

Council Members 
George Kirby—District 1 

Mark Pelletier—District 2  

Sherrie Belliveau—District 3 
Tom Kelly—District 4 

Joe Salzer—District 5 

Alex Young—District  6 

Steve Sauer—District 7 

Thomas Gleason—District 8 

 

Mayor — Dick Johns  

          

CITY HALL  

715.365.8600 

Open weekdays 8:00-

4:30—135 S. Stevens St. 

Rhinelander 

CITY CLERK’S OFFICE—  

OPEN BOOK & BOARD OF REVIEW 

The City of Rhinelander’s OPEN 

BOOK will be held on August 26, 

2015 from 2:00 to 7:00 pm in the 

City Hall Council Chambers.   

The City of Rhinelander’s BOARD 

OF REVIEW will be held on Septem-

ber 21, 2015 beginning at 5:00 pm 

BY APPOINTMENT.  Please contact 

the  City  Clerk’s  off ice  at 

715.365.8600 ext. 2 for details or to 

schedule an appointment.  
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Rhinelander District Library— 

Children’s Department Summer Programs:  

 

 

 

 

This is “EVERY HERO HAS A STORY” summer at the Rhine-

lander District Children’s Library!  Some of the kids’ 

programs at the Library this summer are: Book Clubs, 

Parent-Tot Time, Baby Storytime & Traveling Hodags to 

name a few.  Stop by the Library for full details.  In ad-

dition, check out some of these other Special Summer 

Kids’ Programs:  

Music with Tom Pease-June 16 

Professor Marvel’s Superhero 

Magic Show-June 18 

Great Scott the Magician-June 24 

Miller & Mike–June 30  

Annual Library Tea Party-July 1 

Hillbilly Science-July 8 

Talent Show-July 15 

Big Vehicle Day–July 21 

Randy the Frog Guy-July 22 

Great Library Worm Race-July 28 

Buck Lake Bash-August 5 

Preschool Picnic at Pioneer Park-August 6 

 
The kid-friendly Children’s Department is located in 

the lower level of the Library.  Check out their selection 

of books, DVDs, music & audio books.  Internet comput-
ers are available for kids with signed parental permis-

sion for homework or fun.  There are several story 
times available throughout each month.   With a pic-

ture ID & proof of current local address, (and a parent 

for those under 18)  anyone can sign-up for a Library 
Card.   

 

ADULT & OTHER LIBRARY SERVICES:  
Public Computers & free Wi-Fi 
Meeting Room (available to non-profits at no charge) 
Senior Outreach/Books on the Go 
Book Clubs—for adults & children 
Notary Public 
Copy, Print, Scan & Fax Services 

   Mayor’s Corner:  

As warm weather approaches, 

so does the increase in street 

maintenance and repair activi-

ties performed by the City.  

Much of the patching and seal-

ing done on the City streets is 

now underway and will be completed in the 

next month.  Likewise, this year the inter-

sections at Davenport & Sutliff and Daven-

port & Stevens Streets have been resur-

faced.   These patching and resurfacing ef-

forts will extend the lifespan of the roads in 

the specific locations where it is needed.  As 

you may also have noticed, Lincoln Street 

will be resurfaced at the 5-lane section on 

the east side of Rhinelander, from Ever-

green Street to Eisenhower Parkway. To 

state the obvious, this repair is way past 

due.  Work will first begin in June when 

concrete curb and driveway sections are re-

moved and repaired as needed by the Public 

Works Department.  Once the concrete re-

pairs are completed, Northeast Asphalt, Inc. 

has been contracted to begin work later in 

July with the pavement removal and re-

placement.  We’re hopeful that the project 

for pavement replacement will last no long-

er than six weeks; however, this will likely 

be dictated in part by the weather.  Our goal 

is to keep this area open to traffic and man-

age the construction with lane closures.  

While this may cause some inconveniences, 

it is hopeful that the outcome will be cer-

tainly well worth a few weeks of slow down 

and potential frustration. Please use extra 

caution when traveling these routes so that 

all workers, motorists and pedestrians are 

safe. As has been noted in previous newslet-

ters; the upcoming PRAT tax, when imple-

mented will provide further revenue for 

street repair and maintenance in an ongo-

ing basis.   Thanks for your patience.  

 
    Summer Library Hours 

Monday:      9:00 am-8:00 pm   

Tuesday:     9:00 am-6:00 pm  
Wednesday: 9:00 am-6:00 pm 

Thursday:    9:00 am-6:00 pm 

Friday:        9:00 am-6:00 pm 

Saturday:    9:00 am-1:00 pm 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nikkidrobertson.com%2F2015%2F02%2Fin-library-february-2015.html&ei=wthlVdnpIcbXsAWM_4KgBA&bvm=bv.93990622,d.b2w&psig=AFQjCNGkv7UH4yF_wafdUt5
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         NORTHWOOD 
         GOLF COURSE 

 
 
      June Golf  Events 
 

 Thursday, June 18—Junior League begins 

 Saturday, June 20—Ryan Adams 5 person 
scramble (spots still open) 

 Thursday, June 25—Northwood is hosting  
        Minor League Golf  Tour 

 Sunday, June 28—Squash Lake Scramble  

 
 
The summer months are sometimes referred to as 
“peak season” at Northwood Golf Course.  During 
this busy season, we are frequently asked how often 
different areas of the golf course are maintained and 
how many people it takes to get things done. 
 
There are 10-12 crew members on the maintenance 
staff performing various tasks with a variety of ma-
chinery.  The mowing, which takes the bulk of our 
time, is accomplished with 2 greens mowers, 2 tee 
mowers, 3 fairway mowers, 2 rough mowers, and a 
variety of hand mowers and trimming equipment.  
We move the cup and flag on every green to a new 
location every day.  We mow 2 ½ acres of putting 
green every day (sometimes twice), 2 ½ acres of tee 
3-4 days per week, and 32 acres of fairway 3-4 days 
per week.  The 25 acres of rough (home lawn height) 
takes 3-4 days to mow and, when it’s finished, we 
simply start again.  When the machines are finished 
with their daily mowing, they are cleaned and 
brought into the shop to be adjusted and/or sharp-
ened before they go out the following day.  The bun-
kers (sand traps) are raked 5-7 days per week.  We 
also put out fresh drinking water every day at 4 loca-
tions throughout the course.  Along with all of this, 
we are constantly manicuring and/or repairing high 
traffic areas throughout the golf course, maintaining 
an irrigation system with over 400 sprinkler heads, 
landscaping, and collecting garbage.   
 
The biggest challenge is to complete all of these 
tasks without interfering with our many valued cus-
tomers, who come here to enjoy the game of golf, not 
to be bothered by workers and noisy equipment.  
That’s not always possible, but we do our best to stay 
out of their way and we thank them for their pa-
tience.  Have a great summer, and we hope to see 
you at Northwood Golf Course. Remember, when 
your golf game is over Mulligan’s Restaurant can 
provide a meal or beverage—either inside 
(overlooking the 18th hole) or on the patio.  The  Fri-
day night fish fry is fantastic!   

PARKS  DEPARTMENT—City of Rhinelander 

  

Historic Hodag Park Beach House - 

The Works Progress Administration (WPA) commonly 

known as  CCC was established by President Franklin 

Roosevelt to carry out public works projects and em-

ploy millions during the Great Depression.  There are 

structures throughout the country that were built dur-

ing that era.  Rhinelander has one at Hodag Park— the 

Beach House. Construction began on the Beach House  

in April 1935.  Work continued throughout the winter 

during the frigid conditions of the Rhinelander winter.  

Progress was slow as workers had to heat water, sand 

and cement before it could be mixed.  This was all 

done out of a temporary wood & tar paper shack that 

housed the beach house walls as workers built them 

up from the foundation.  As winter came to an end, the 

temporary shack was removed and work progressed in 

a more normal manner. The WPA was also  responsi-

ble for other park improvements such as new play-

ground equipment in the spring of 1936.  Then in 

spring of 1939 the park, previously known as Mary 

Didier Memorial Park became “Hodag Park” as it re-

mains today.    

 

Hodag Beach is open.  Lifeguards will begin their du-

ties on Friday, June 19th through Sunday August 30th.  

The YMCA provides lifeguards for Hodag Beach.  Life-

guard hours are 12:00 to 5:00 daily.   The Beach House 

at Hodag is open when lifeguards are on duty.  Stop by 

during lifeguard hours to see this piece of Rhinelander 

history.  

 

There is a CCC Camp at the Pioneer Park Historical 

Complex  located in Rhinelander.  Stop by and obtain 

more information about CCC Camps throughout Wis-

consin.  PPHC is open daily 10-5  (except Mondays) 

Memorial Day through Labor Day.  Admission to 

PPHC is free for all ages.    

 


