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 RHINELANDER CITY NEWS  

A BACKWARD GLANCE: The Wisconsin State Fair’s fascinating history 

What’s your favorite summer activity?  Boating, swimming, fishing, baseball?  Add to that list going to the fair!  The first 

Wisconsin State Fair took place in October 1851 in Janesville—that means 2015 will be the 164th year for the Wisconsin 

State Fair!  The first fair was sponsored by the State Agricultural Society and admission was 10¢.  Attendance at the fair was 

between 13,000 and 18,000 people—at that time the largest reported gathering in Wisconsin history.  Some major attrac-

tions were a 200# squash and a 1/4 acre plowing competition which featured teams of both oxen and horses.  Entries to the 

fair included cattle, horses, sheep, farm implements, ornamental needlework, fruits, flowers and dairy.  Receipts from that 

1st fair totaled $570.31. 

During the next 41 years the fair was held in various locations; Watertown, Fond du Lac, Madison & Milwaukee.  In 1892 

the fair was moved to the West Allis location where it has remained. 

The fair has been cancelled five times since it began.  In 1861 the fair was to be held in Madison but was cancelled due to 

the Civil War.  In fact, the grounds were used to train volunteer troops for the war.  The 1862 & 1863 fairs were also can-

celled because of the war.  Then in 1893 the fair was cancelled because the World’s Columbian Exposition was being held in 

Chicago and fair officials anticipated a loss of attendance due to that nearby event.  The final cancellation was at the request 

of the US Office of War Transportation in 1945 because of World War II.  

The Wisconsin Bakers Association began selling their famous Cream Puffs in 1924 in the Cream Puff Parlor.  Cream puffs 

have been sold at the State Fair longer than any other item and hundreds of thousands are sold each year.  

Throughout history, the Wisconsin State Fair has been visited by several prominent individuals.  In 1859 the fair was hon-

ored to welcome Abraham Lincoln while he was campaigning for the Presidency.  The first airplane to appear in Wisconsin 

was a Wright Brothers plane that landed & took off from the racetrack in front of the grandstand; the Wright Brothers at-

tended that event—the year was 1910.  Henry Ford also visited the fair in 1922.   

So if you haven’t enough ‘fair ‘ activity following the Oneida County Fair; why not take a trip to the Wisconsin State Fair for 

more fun, excitement and good food?  The dates this year are August 5-16. Fair website is: http://wistatefair.com/wsfp/

visitor-information/ 

CITY HALL OPEN WEEKDAYS  8:00-4:30—135 S. Steven St. July  2015 
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 Rhinelander Fire Department                          
SMOKE ALARMS SAVE LIVES!    
Smoke alarms that are properly installed & maintained play a vital role in reducing fire deaths and injuries!  

If there is a fire in your home, smoke spreads fast and you need smoke alarms to give you time to get out. 

Having a working smoke alarm cuts the chances of dying in a reported fire in half.  Almost 2/3 of home 

fire deaths resulted from fires in homes with no smoke alarms or no working smoke alarms.   

                              

 HERE’S WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:  

 Install smoke alarms in every bedroom, outside of each sleeping area and on  

         every level of your home.  

 Test your smoke alarms every month 

 When a smoke alarm sounds, get outside and stay outside!  

 Replace all smoke alarms in your home every 10 years.  

 

CLERK’S OFFICE REMINDERS— 

The Clerk’s office at City Hall is open daily from 8:00 to 
4:30 pm.   The Clerk or Deputy Clerk can be reached at 
715.365.8600 X 2.  Here are some of the services provided 
through the Clerk’s office:  
 
 Golf Memberships  

 Voter Registration  

 Pet Licenses  

 Boat Launch Stickers 
(resident & non-resident)  

 Park Shelter Reservations (Hodag & Pioneer Parks) 

 Transient Merchant License  

 Water Bill Payments  

 Notary Public 

 Dump Station Registration  

 Payment of Parking Tickets  

 Property Tax payments  

JULY EVENTS IN RHINELANDER 

        Hodag Country 

      Festival July 9-12 

Hodag Country Festival 

Grounds  

Rhinelander, WI 

 

   

JULY 17—19 at James Williams  

Jr. High School—915 Acacia Ln.,  

Rhinelander, WI     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        July 30—August 2 

        Pioneer Park   

        Rhinelander, WI  

Visit our website at  www.ci.rhinelander.wi.gov for 

dates and times of public meetings and more  

information about what’s happening in  

Rhinelander. 
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         Street Construction Update:   
 

  Starting early in August the repaving of  
      Lincoln Street (Evergreen St. to Eisenhower 
      Parkway)  will begin.  Although businesses in  
  the  area will be affected during construc- 
      tion, there will be access to them and all  
      local streets along Lincoln. There will be  
      periodic lane closures and minor traffic di- 
      versions to keep the road open as the work is 
      completed. For more information on the 
      work or to express concerns, please contact 
      the Project Engineer, Mark Barden at   
      715.420.0579.  Visit the City of Rhinelander’s 
      website at ci.rhinelander.wi.gov for updated 
      information regarding construction time  
  line.  Thanks for your patience.   

       

RHINELANDER 

Council Members 

George Kirby—District 1 

Mark Pelletier—District 2  

Sherrie Belliveau—District 3 
Tom Kelly—District 4 

Joe Salzer—District 5 

Alex Young—District  6 

Steve Sauer—District 7 

Tom Gleason—District 8 

Mayor — Dick Johns  

        CITY HALL  

715.365.8600 

 YARD OF THE MONTH— 

Did you know that the City of 

Rhinelander awards a certificate 

for $50 off  the recipient’s water 

bill who is the winner of the ‘Yard 

of the Month” competition?  The 

Master Gardeners of Rhinelander 

award this certificate throughout 

the  summer months in cooperation with the City of 

Rhinelander Water Utility Department. The  Master 

Gardeners evaluate yards throughout the City and 

award two certificates—one for a ‘Traditional’ yard and 

one for a ‘Blooming’ yard - The Master Gardeners then 

place a sign in the winning yard, take photos & award 

the winner with a certificate  for $50 off their water 

bill.  The certificate is good for 1 year from date of issu-

ance.   

 

 

RHINELANDER HISTORICAL SOCIETY—9 SOUTH 

PELHAM ST.     715.369.3833     OPEN June 

through September Tuesdays & Thursdays   

10am-4pm.    The remainder of the year open           

Tuesdays only 10am-4pm  

Mayor’s Corner:  

Summer is a great time to get out and about for various short excursions.  Why not make one of 

those trips to the Rhinelander City Hall for a tour of the building?  School groups visit each year 

and get a special tour from the Mayor.  There are many photos in City Hall that depict days long 

ago and not so long ago in Rhinelander.  From the time you enter the building, walk on the old 

creaky floors and climb the stairs to the Council Chambers; you will be surprised at the structure 

and condition of the building.  Make sure you take a look at the mural in 

the Council Chambers, depicting different eras of Rhinelander.  The City 

Hall building construction began in 1908 and was completed and ulti-

mately occupied in fall of 1909.  Originally the building had a large spire as you can 

see by the old photo to the right.  The City Hall housed the Rhinelander jail in the 

basement until sometime in the 1960’s.  One can still see bars on the windows on the 

south & east corners of the building.  The building holds 6 large safes which at one 

time stored official City documents when all records were paper documents.  City Hall 

has undergone a few renovations, the latest in 2012 when the entire outside struc-

ture was re-tuck-pointed.  City Hall is open weekdays 8:00am-4:30 pm.  
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Passport to  Family Fun:  Six Counties Team Up to Promote Northeast Wisconsin 

PIONEER PARK HISTORIC COMPLEX & RHINELANDER HISTORICAL SOCIETY—Rhinelander, WI  

For the first time ever, six counties covering over 100,000 square miles in Northeastern Wisconsin are 

partnering together for a tourism project, the “Family Fun Passport”.  The FFP is designed to draw visi-

tors to iconic museums and venues in northeastern Wisconsin.  In our near area those museums include 

PPHC in Rhinelander and the Rhinelander Historical Society Home; In Eagle River, the Historical Society 

Museum & the Northwoods Children's Museum; Mecikalski Stovewood Museum in Jennings, Forest County 

Historical Society Museum in Crandon, Camp 5 Museum in Laona & Langlade County Historical Museum in 

Antigo.  In order to qualify for prizes, visitors must visit 7 of the 14 museums and get their passport 

stamped with the particular museum code.  The visitor will purchase the "Passport" for $1 at the first 

museum they visit and continue having their "Passport" stamped at each location they visit.  Visitors will 

also receive 10% off admission to those museums that charge an admission fee by showing their 

"Passport".  This program runs through September 29, 2015.  Visitors can register online and see the 

events at familyfunpassport.org.  Or stop by Pioneer Park Historical Museum, get a map of all museums 

and find out what it’s all about.  (Pictured are the One-Room school (L) and CCC Camp Replica (R) 

at Pioneer Park in Rhinelander). 

 

       PPHC Hours: Daily 10-5 

      Memorial Day through  

    Labor Day & CLOSED MONDAYS 

       715.369.5004 

   ADMISSION FREE TO ALL AGES 

 

RHINELANDER  DISTRICT  LIBRARY- 
 UPCOMING  ADULT  PROGRAMS 
 
MONDAY,  JULY 20—6:30 PM  

JOSEPH HEYWOOD—AUTHOR SERIES 

Heywood is the author of the popular “Woods Cop Mysteries” as well as other 

novels. Harder Ground, his latest collection of short stories, was published 

March 1, 2015 
 

MONDAY,  JULY 27—7:00 PM 

PATTY LOEW, PhD—MARJ & DICK PETERS MEMORIAL LECTURE SERIES  

Her most recent book is “Seventh Generation Earth Ethics: Native Voices of Wisconsin”.  She has 

written 3 highly-acclaimed books about Wisconsin’s Native Americans, and has produced award-

winning documentaries (i.e. Way of the Warrior) 

 
 MONDAY, AUGUST 17—6:30 PM  

 RON LEGRO & AVI LANK—AUTHOR SERIES 

 Legro & Lank tell the incredible story behind Frank Kovac’s dream of bringing        

 the wonders of the  stars to the Northwoods.  Book released in June.   
 

 MONDAY, AUGUST 31-6:30 PM 

 MICHAEL JASON FOX—AUTHOR SERIES 

 A night of story, photos and song by local author Michael Jason Fox, who rode  

    along the entire Mississippi River on a used bike with a guitar on the handlebar. 

                              His book is “The Fox Trails-A Bicycle Adventure Along the Mississippi River”. 


