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The City of Rhinelander Staff would 

like to take this opportunity to wish 

you and your family a very  

Merry Christmas and a peaceful and 

prosperous 2016!  

 

DOWNTOWN PROJECT UPDATES— 

Tim Kingman—Director of Public Works 

 
The City of Rhinelander is planning to proceed with an exciting 2016 Street and Utility project in the Downtown Rhineland-
er area this spring.  This project represents a culmination of many City department efforts used to revitalize area infrastruc-
ture as well as present a new appearance in the Downtown area.  It clearly is a once in a lifetime type effort. 

 

Almost two years ago the City first accepted utility grant offerings that started this long-term planning objective to move 
forward.  Since that time, an extensive Streetscape study was first completed and approved to guide the finish appearance of 
the area.  Then evaluation and design of the infrastructure improvements followed which will act to replace the underlying 
utilities that will serve the area properly well into the future.  All along this path, additional grant and loan considerations 
were applied for and secured, and frequent public meetings and input were considered.  The result of these extensive efforts 
is estimated to have a 6 to 9 million dollar total cost for project that is anticipated to receive up to $3.35 million dollars in 
grant funding.  Many details on this project and the planning to date can be obtained at the designated http://
www.rhinelanderstreetscape.com/ project web site. 
 
As the City continues to move forward, the actual costs and extents of streets selected and funding available will be further 
defined after public bidding scheduled for January of 2016 is completed.  With firm costs resulting from bid, the selection of 
a general contractor is anticipated and the actual work scope of streets involved would then proceed thereafter as selected.  
In the spring of 2016, construction is then planned to begin and continue through the summer months.  Once started, con-
tinued public engagement and coordination of the project work will continue efforts from both area residents and the City.  
A project goal is planned to have all this work substantially completed by the fall of 2016. 
 
Whereas all City of Rhinelander input has brought us to this point in time, we remain collectively excited to address the new 

obstacles and challenges of this project yet ahead.  It is clear there will be inconveniences experienced due to this construc-

tion and the City will work towards informing and scheduling the work to minimize these impacts.  As the project moves 

forward there will be continued public information made available.   There will also be periodic updates of events provided 

via this newsletter, so please look forward to those updates. 

http://www.rhinelanderstreetscape.com/
http://www.rhinelanderstreetscape.com/
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CLERK’S OFFICE  

REMINDERS:  

 

Please remember when paying your property tax bills 
that payments may be made to the Rhinelander City 
Clerk through January 31, 2016. After that date, any 
payments will need to be made at the Oneida County 
Courthouse to the Treasurer. Personal property tax is 
still payable at the City Clerk’s office, however.  City 
Hall hours are weekdays 8:00 am to 4:30 pm.  There is 
also a dropbox for payments at the Pelham Street en-
trance for after hour drop-offs.  

 
It’s not too early to reserve a park shelter for your 
2016 summer get-togethers! Hodag Park and Pioneer 
Park shelter reservations are already filling up. Make 
your reservation soon to get the date and shelter you 
want! Reservation fee is $50.00/day, with a refundable 
clean-up deposit of $100.00. 

 
Reminder that, by City Ordinance and State Statute, 
you must license your dog before April 1, 2016. City 
Ordinance also requires that you license your cats by 
that date. License tags are available in the City 
Clerk’s office. The fee is $3.00 for neuter or spay, and 
$8.00 for non-altered animals. Any licensing done after 
April 1, 2016 will incur a late fee of $5.00. Proof of 
rabies vaccine must accompany the license applica-
tion! The form is available on the City of Rhinelander 
Web site at http://www.ci.rhinelander.wi.gov. 

Rhinelander Area Food Pantry (RAFP) was opened in 2005 

to assist  Rhinelander  area families in an on-going basis.   

RAFP is located at 627 Coon Street, Rhinelander.   

Food distribution hours:   

Monday 3pm—6pm 

Wednesday 4pm—7pm 

Saturday 10:30am—1pm  

DONATION DROP-OFF HOURS 

Monday—Friday 9:00 am—1:00 pm  

715.369.7237 

The Rhinelander Area Community Garden (part of the 
RAFP) works in cooperation with the Master Gardeners of 
the North to provide fresh, nutritious produce for families 
in need.  Although it will be several months before garden-
ing begins once again in the Northwoods; consider becom-
ing a volunteer for the community gardens located at 1101 
Thayer Street or at the greenhouse located at the Pantry on 
Coon Street.  Gardening experience is not necessary to vol-
unteer.  Volunteers may schedule one or more hours per 
week.  Contact Tom Jerow at 715.369.6875 to join this 
worthwhile City project.   

 

RHINELANDER 

Council Members 

George Kirby—District 1 

Mark Pelletier—District 2 

Sherrie Belliveau—District 3 

Tom Kelly—District 4 

Joe Salzer—District 5 

Alex Young—District 6 

Steve Sauer—District 7 

Tom Gleason—District 8 

 

Mayor—Dick Johns  

UPCOMING EVENTS TO PLAN FOR -   

LION’S CLUB FISHEREE &  

WINTER FESTIVAL  

 

Saturday, February 13— 

Sunday, February 14 

HODAG PARK—BOOM LAKE 

 

This annual ice fishing tournament will 

once again include activities for the 

entire family! Fishing will be from 

7am to 3pm both days. Tons of great 

prizes, raffles and of course the fa-

mous paddle wheel will be held. 

There will be other activities 

throughout the weekend that will 

surely be fun for all in attendance.  

http://www.ci.rhinelander.wi.gov
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://yasuniforever.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/christmas-divider-clip-artdivider-clip-art---clipart-best-c6yzsseb.gif&imgrefurl=http://yasuniforever.org/2015/11/28/divider-clip-art-clipart-best/&h=69&w=389&tbnid=
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RHINELANDER DISTRICT LIBRARY—Check out these Teen Programs for December. . .   

 

        Teen Movie:  Thursday, December 17th from 4-6 pm.   

   Dr. Suess’  “How the Grinch Stole Christmas” (rated PG 13) 
  Come see the movie, enjoy popcorn & snacks and a time with friends!  

    For Students in 6th—12th Grade  

Want to suggest a program?  
Contact Teen Librarian,  

Ashley Polinski—
apolinski@rhinelanderlibrary.org  

715-365-1070 ext. 1074  

Library Hours: 

Mon - 9am to 8pm  

Tues/Wed/Thurs/
Fri - 9am to 6pm  

Sat - 9am to 1pm  

Sun - Closed  

A MESSAGE FROM MAYOR JOHNS:  

School of Arts leaves Rhinelander— 

The School of Arts began in Rhinelander over 50 years ago with the vision of Robert E. Gard-  

UW Madison Professor.  He stressed the importance of bringing culture and academic excel-

lence to Rhinelander in the form of writing and other art forms.  The school began with 50 

students and six writing instructors.  The list of instructors had grown to include prominent 

teachers from across the country.  Over the years programming has grown to include over 

15,000 students and staff participants and over 1,000 workshops.  Community organizations 

such as the Rhinelander School District, Northern Arts Council, City of Rhinelander, Rhine-

lander Chamber of Commerce, the Wisconsin Regional Writers Association and Downtown 

Rhinelander, Inc. (to name a few)  were key to the organization and ongoing  success of the 

School of Arts.  Many local businesses and volunteers contributed time and financial support 

to the organization as well.  We are sorry to see them leave Rhinelander.  It is hoped that 

those interested in continuing studies explore other opportunities to do so through on-line 

or other educational resources.  

 

Minecraft club—  

Monday, December 21st 
3:30—5:00 pm—Imagine 
it!  create it!  Build it 
with friends!  You are 

only limited by your own 
imagination—Come play 

a variety of games—bring 
your own device and any 
games you wish to play!  
Pizza & drinks will be 

provided.   
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WATER DEPARTMENT—Tom Roeser, Water Superintendent  

The City of Rhinelander would like to bring to attention two items that are important to observe going into 
the winter season: 

 We would like to encourage water and sanitary sewer utility customers at this time to close off and insu-
late exposed piping subject to winter conditions.  Although in a few weeks it is anticipated there will be au-
thorization given to run water in select areas of the City; this practice is intended, approved and allowed to 
safeguard the shallow buried distribution lines located in the public right of way.  It is advised at this time 
that closing off interior basement areas, insulating, heat tape or other means of protecting private interior 
plumbing be completed.  The water and sewer lines located within a utility customer’s property that need to 
be thawed are the utility customer’s responsibility and should be safeguarded. 

 The City would like to remind residents that the City will not be liable for damages incurred to private 
property that is placed within city right-of-way.  Unauthorized placement of items within the public right-of-
way is prohibited, however it is recommended that residents mark items or structures that have to remain in 
right-of-way with a marking device at least four feet in height.  Marking these areas will both speed up the 
snow removal process and help prevent damage that may result. 

 

 

       PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT—Tony Gilman, Street Superintendent 

 Clear snow and ice from all windows and lights - even the hood and roof - before driving. 

 Pay attention. Don't try to out-drive the conditions. Remember the posted speed limits are for dry pavement. 

 Leave plenty of room for stopping. Brake early. Brake correctly. It takes more time and distance to stop in  

  adverse conditions. 

 Leave room for maintenance vehicles and plows. The law requires you to slow down or move over when  

  approaching emergency or maintenance vehicles, including snowplows. If approaching a snowplow, stay  

  back at least 200 feet (it's the law!) and never pass on the right. 

 Look farther ahead in traffic than you normally do. Actions by cars and trucks will alert you quicker  to   

  problems and give you a split-second extra time to react safely. 

 Drive defensively. Do not assume that your fellow drivers are following the rules like you. 

 Slow down! Plan your trip accordingly and allow yourself enough time to get to your destination safely. 

 

 

      PARKS, BUILDING & GROUNDS  DEPARTMENT—Gunder Paulsen, Director   

You have most likely noticed tree removals that have been taking place in the Downtown area and 
throughout the City of Rhinelander.  The tree removals in the Brown Street, Stevens Street & Dav-
enport Street area are in anticipation of the upcoming Streetscape project beginning in Spring of 
2016.  In addition to this project, the untreated Ash trees throughout the City are being removed 
because of the Emerald Ash Borer beetle that was found to be infesting trees throughout the 
City.  With the mild winter we’re experiencing and since there is no snow to plow; the Public Works 
Department has been doing the tree removals.  A big thank you to all those who have provided as-
sistance with this process.  


