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PARKS DEPARTMENT:  

In October 2014 the invasive insect Emerald Ash Borer was discovered in trees 
near James Williams Middle School in Rhinelander.  This is a federal and state 
regulated exotic species that poses no threat to human health but unfortu-
nately kills ALL untreated ash trees within 3-5 years.  Native to Asia, EAB 
adults feed on ash foliage, while the larvae burrow beneath the bark and inter-
fere with the transport of water & nutrients.  There are no predators in North America to this insect 
and trees here in the U.S. possess none of the natural insecticides that Asian trees do.   

Since arriving in North America (likely hidden in wood packing material in cargo ships) EAB has spread to 
22 states (Wisconsin in 2008).  Millions of ash trees across the Midwest have been killed forcing municipal-
ities to harvest massive amounts of lumber and replant.  It is estimated that 20% of all public street trees 
in Wisconsin cities are ash, with many more on private property.   

Oneida County is currently under quarantine against moving any ash wood products.  This means hard-
wood forest products cannot be transported out of the county, because adult beetles may be on the 
wood and larvae undetected under the bark.   

Some signs of ash infestation are: thinning at the tree top, bark splitting, D-shaped exit holes or in-
creased woodpecker activity (they love to eat the larvae).  Ash trees commonly found in northern Wis-
consin are Black and White Ash.  (Green Ash and Blue Ash are more common in southern Wisconsin but 
could  be found up north as well).  The good news is that left on its own, EAB is slow moving, less than 2 
miles per year; that’s why it’s crucial not to transport firewood and/or nursery stock from county to 
county.   

The City of Rhinelander has an official EAB plan prepared which involves selective cutting of some ash 
trees and treatment of other high quality ash trees.  If you need further information, visit the websites 
at:  http://datcpservices.wisconsin.gov/eab/index.isp  or http://dnr.wi.gov/.  You may also call the City of 
Rhinelander at 715.365.8600 ext. 6, to speak with Gunder Paulsen, the City’s Parks Superintendent.   Find-
ing this insect and keeping it from spreading is the best way to protect and save ash trees in the state of 
Wisconsin.   
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AUGUST EVENTS  IN RHINELANDER 

  The Color Dash 5K 

   August 15, 2015 

Rhinelander High School  

     8:00—12:00 pm          

This fun, family-friendly experience is for walkers, 

runners, and people of all ages, shapes and sizes. 

The dash is not timed – it’s more about sharing 

memories, laughing, and getting colored like a bag 

of Skittles! The dash will benefit Big Brothers Big 

Sisters of Northwestern Wisconsin, and money 

raised will fund matches between Northwoods 

‘Bigs’ and ‘Littles’. 

 

 

WILD Hodag Mini-Triathlon 

    August 22, 2015   

  Holiday Acres Resort  

   8:00 am—12:00 pm  

  
Join Mini-Triathletes at Holiday Acres Resort on Sat-
urday, August 22, 2015 as Spine & Sport and local 
Rhinelander businesses play host to the W.I.L.D. 
Hodag Mini Triathlon. The 300 yd. swim (or 1/2 mile 
kayak), 10k bike (off-road) and 5k run courses will 
challenge athletes among the woods & waters of the 
scenic Northwoods. 

RUN TO REMEMBER 5K/10K 

August 29, 2015 

Nicolet College Campus 

9:00 am– 12:00 pm  

 
5K and 10K routes begin and end at the Northwoods 
Center on the scenic Nicolet College Campus. Both 
routes are surrounded by some of the most beautiful 
terrain Northern Wisconsin has to offer. There’s also a 
children’s half-mile run!  Proceeds benefit the Nicolet 
College Foundation to provide student scholarships in 
memory of Nicolet College Criminal Justice Program 
graduate, Kory Dahlvig. Kory was a Vilas County dep-
uty and graduate of Nicolet College. He lost his life 
while on duty – April 25, 2010 at the age of 29. 

YARD OF THE MONTH WINNERS—JULY 

 

      Blooming Yard:  

       Dana Murray 

 

 

Traditional Yard:   

Marilyn Otterholt 

 

 Commercial Yard:  

Ripco Credit Union    

 

      
ONEIDA COUNTY FAIR FOLLOW-UP  

By all accounts the 2015 Oneida County Fair was a 

huge success!  The weather was spectacular and 

there were events to please every type of fair-

goer.  Friday night’s opening ceremony drew over 

5,000 visitors and Saturday’s visitors numbered 

over 6,000.  Every Fair day this year had higher 

visitor numbers than previous years.  Events on 

Sunday (even with showers on & off) continued as 

planned and rides continued as normal.  A big thank 

you to Nancy Gehrig and her many helpers for 

planning & coordinating all events. It takes a lot of 

man hours on the part of many individuals to make 

the fair successful. Thanks to all fairgoers for 

their full support!  
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RHINELANDER 

Council Members 

George Kirby—District 1 

Mark Pelletier—District 2  

Sherrie Belliveau—District 3 
Tom Kelly—District 4 

Joe Salzer—District 5 

Alex Young—District  6 

Steve Sauer—District 7 

Tom Gleason—District 8 

 

Mayor — Dick Johns 

      CITY HALL 

    715.365.8600 

 CLERK’S OFFICE REMINDERS:  

Open Book:  August 26, 2015 from 2:00 to 7:00 pm  in the 

City Hall Council Chambers 

Board of Review: September 21, 2015 beginning at 5:00 

pm BY APPOINTMENT. Contact the Clerk’s office  at 

715.365.8600 ext. 2 for details or to schedule an appoint-

ment.  

Remember to call the City Hall to reserve your Park Shelter 

site at either Hodag or Pioneer Park for class reunions, 

family reunions or church events.  This is a busy time of 

the year and without a reservation you will not be guaran-

teed a site location for your event.  The Clerk’s office is 

open weekdays from 8:00 to 4:30 pm.   

VALERIE FOLEY—CITY CLERK  

MARY STOLL—DEPUTY CLERK  

Mayor’s Corner  

With August comes the ‘Dog Days of Summer’ when things typically  heat up in Rhineland-

er.  Have you taken time to be outdoors and enjoy the summer?  Rhinelander boasts great 

parks to visit so that you can do just that.  Hodag Park/Boom Lake (pictured above) is a 

lovely spot in which to picnic, boat, fish and swim.  There are also ball diamonds at Hodag 

with ballgames several times each week all summer long.     

Pioneer Park, located in the heart of Rhinelander along the Pelican River also has picnic sites and shel-

ters where you and your family can picnic and enjoy the outdoors.  Pioneer Park is home to the Pioneer 

Park Historical Complex Museum which houses the Logging Museum, CCC  Camp, Railway Museum, 

one-room schoolhouse and many other interesting exhibits.   Museum admission is free to all.  

This year the Pelican Rapids Boat Landing located at the confluence of the Pelican & Wisconsin Rivers 

was completed and offers another outdoor recreation option.  Fishing on either of these rivers is always 

an enjoyable time as beautiful scenery and wildlife abounds.   Enjoy some or all the outdoor activities 

available right here in Rhinelander!   (Pictured is the new Pelican Rapids Boat Landing)  
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT:   

Lincoln Street 5-lane resurfacing is complete 
  

 

The City of Rhinelander recently completed a pavement resurfacing project on the 5-lane  

section of Lincoln Street.  This project replaced worn pavement surfaces that clearly needed attention in one of the 

most travelled commercial areas in the City.  The project has been well-received by the public and the City staff is 

proud of the project results.  Although the City has completed many projects of this type, this project was successful in 

how the public supported the project and how the it ran from start to finish.  The City of Rhinelander extends its 

thanks not only to those who planned, prepared and completed this work, but to the public that has waited for this pa-

tiently and been very supportive.   

 

A successful infrastructure project will only result when good planning and preparation is completed beforehand.  The 

City prioritized, planned and secured the necessary finances required to complete this project.  Once financial re-

sources were designated, the Rhinelander Public Works and Water Department then quickly prepared for the project 

by completing the curb replacements and related repairs.  These departments worked closely with Town & Country En-

gineering, Inc. and Northeast Asphalt, Inc. of Green Bay Wisconsin to complete this construction project.   

 

As the work was being completed, it became clear that area residents and businesses had also contributed to the efforts 

of this project.  Area residents and businesses were informed of the detailed construction work schedule in order to 

minimize disruptions and delays; traffic was notably less during critical time periods allowing a safer and more effi-

cient work environment.  And as a result, City residents and visitors were still able to access businesses while the work 

was performed.  No accidents resulted as part of this project.  Although there is no easy means to measure this collec-

tive effort; the City staff recognizes that the public made adjustments to their normal schedules which was critical to 

promote the desired project results.  A special thanks to our citizens who have done their part to make our work easier 

and effective.  Thank you from the Public Works Department.  

RHINELANDER DISTRICT LIBRARY NEWS & EVENTS:  

Thanks to all participants of the Rhinelander District Library’s summer Adult Reading 

Program—Every Hero Has A Story!   

 

The two winners are:  Leola S. (LT) and  

Brenda R. (RT) Congratulations Ladies!  

 

Beauty Basket was donated by All About Style 

and the Lounger was purchased with ongoing 

RDL book sale funds.  

     

    RDL had a great time at Ridikulus Dae  with their book sale (pictured below).  

    Thanks to the many volunteers who assisted before, during and after the sale.  A 

    great time was had by all!   Pictured lower right is the Great Library Worm Race—the 

    kids had a ball!  Stop by to see what other programs are coming up for the rest of the 

    summer & fall; or visit  www.rhinelanderlibrary.org 


